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“Many people in the modern West are not troubled 
by God’s mercy because they don’t accept the idea 
of a God who judges. They want a ‘God of love,’ but 
a God who does not get angry when evil destroys 
the creation he loves is ultimately not a loving God 
at all. If you love someone, you must and will get 
angry if something threatens to destroy him or her. 
As some have pointed out, you have to have had a 
pretty comfortable life – without any experience of 
oppression and injustice yourself – to not want a God 
who punishes sin.”

— Tim Keller

“God’s grace is sufficient for every context, contest, 
and crucible of life.” 

— Scotty Smith

“We don’t build the kingdom of God. We announce 
it; we seek it; we receive it; we bear witness to it; 
we ‘build for it’ as someone has said. God builds 
it.… The bible doesn’t end with souls ascending to a 
disembodied heaven. It ends with a fully embodied 
heaven descending to earth. The Resurrection is the 
good news that God in Christ is committed to the 
renewal, reconciliation, and resurrection of all things 
– and so should the church be.”

— Rich Villodas

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming for children 
ages 2-7. The time will include a Bible story, memory work, and playtime 
outside during the sermon. Please walk your child(ren) to the lobby during 
the hymn just before the sermon. In the case of inclement weather, children 
will remain in worship with the adults and a “wiggle room” will be offered 
where parents can take their children if they so desire. 
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             
Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  In the Name of God the Father*
1. In the name of God the Father, 

 In the name of God the Son, 
 In the name of God the Spirit, 
 One in three, and three in One; 
 In the Name which highest Angels 
 Speak not ere they veil their face, 
 Crying, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” 
 Come we to this sacred place. 

 Lo, in wondrous condescension, 
 Jesus seeks His altar-throne; 
 Though in lowly symbols hidden, 
 Faith and love His presence known. 
 When the Lord His temple visits, 
 Let the listening earth be still; 
 May the Spirit’s sweet indwelling 
 Each believing heart fulfill. 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 67:1CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 118:24
Minister:  This is the day that the Lord has made;
All:  let us rejoice and be glad in it.

HYMN OF ADORATION: Holy, Holy, Holy**
 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
 Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
 God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,
 Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
 Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
 Who wert and art and ever more shall be.

 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
 Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
 Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
 Perfect in power, in love, and purity.

 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
 All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth, and sky, and sea;
 Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty!
 God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words: Henry 
Allon, 1863 I Music: 
The Ironsides, 2011, 
Songs for Supper. 

**Wordss:  Reginald 
Heber | Music: John 
Dykes. Public Domain.

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

2.  Here, in figure represented, 
 See the passion once again; 
 Here behold the Lamb most Holy, 
 As for our redemption slain; 
 Here the Savior’s body broken, 
 Here the blood which Jesus shed, 
 Now the offer of communion, 
 Into lasting joy be led.

 Here shall highest praise be offered, 
 Here shall meekest prayer be poured, 
 Here, with body, soul, and spirit, 
 God incarnate be adored. 
 Holy Jesus, for Thy coming 
 May Thy love our hearts prepare; 
 Thine we pray would have them wholly, 
 Enter, Lord, and tarry there.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Psalm 46
Minister: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore  
 we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved  
 into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the  
 mountains tremble at its swelling.

All: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy  
 habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be  
 moved; God will help her when morning dawns. The nations rage, the  
 kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The LORD of hosts  
 is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Minister:  Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has brought desolations on  
 the earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow  
 and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. “Be still, and know  
 that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the  
 earth!”

All:  The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Be Thou My Vision* 
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High king of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

High king of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O ruler of all.

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words: John Wilbur 
Chapman. | Music: 
Rowland Prichard; 
Public domain.



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 32:1-2
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man 
against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Minister:  Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too  
 deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can  
 no longer bear, and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. 

All: Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the  
 sin of this world. Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a  
 people divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken  
 world. The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land and pollute  
 the seas. The fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against  
 neighbor and nation against nation. We abuse your good gifts of   
 imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and turn them into  
 bonds of oppression.  

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  Have mercy on us, O Lord. Set us free from a past that we cannot change;  
 open to us a future in which we can be changed, and grant us grace to grow  
 more and more in your likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, the light  
 of the world.

All:  Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to serve you  
 in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: Psalm 32:5
“I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, ‘I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord,’ and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.” 

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



*Words & Music: 
Keith Getty, Stuart 
Townend

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: The Power of the Cross*
Oh, to see the dawn
Of the darkest day:
Christ on the road to Calvary.
Tried by sinful men,
Torn and beaten, then
Nailed to a cross of wood. 

 Chorus:  
  This, the pow’r of the cross:
  Christ became sin for us;
  Took the blame, bore the wrath
  We stand forgiven at the cross.

Oh, to see the pain
Written on Your face,
Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
Ev’ry bitter thought,
Ev’ry evil deed
Crowning Your bloodstained brow.

Now the daylight flees;
Now the ground beneath
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two,
Dead are raised to life;
”Finished!” the vict’ry cry. 

Oh, to see my name
Written in the wounds,
For through Your suffering I am free.
Death is crushed to death;
Life is mine to live,
Won through Your selfless love. 

 Final Chorus: 
  This, the pow’r of the cross:
  Son of God—slain for us.
  What a love! What a cost! 
  We stand forgiven at the cross.

Parents: If you’d like 
your kids to take 
part in our City Kids 
program, please do 
so now. You may 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
they’ll be directed to 
their class.  



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  A SONG OF REST REV. DUFF JAMES

Psalm 123 A Song of Ascents. 
1 To you I lift up my eyes,
    O you who are enthroned in the heavens!
2 Behold, as the eyes of servants
    look to the hand of their master,
as the eyes of a maidservant
    to the hand of her mistress,
so our eyes look to the LORD our God,
    till he has mercy upon us.

3 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us,
    for we have had more than enough of contempt.
4 Our soul has had more than enough
    of the scorn of those who are at ease,
    of the contempt of the proud.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION SONG: O God of Our Salvation*      
1.  O God of our salvation
 Who reigns upon the throne
 The sovereign Father, great is he
 From whom all blessings flow 

Chorus:  
O God of our salvation, 
from whom redemption comes
O Father, Son and Spirit, 
the blessed three in one

2.  Behold the Son our Savior
 Who for our sin was slain
 The Christ who purchased with his blood
 The wretched souls of men  

3.  O God, the Holy Spirit
 Revealing deity
 The fount of life and love divine
 Throughout eternity  

Bridge:  
Ascribe unending praises 
to the God who reigns on high
How matchless is his power, 
his glory how divine
Ascribe, oh church the greatness 
and the glory due his name
One God, One Being, One Essence, 
Oh Triune God proclaimed. Amen.

PARTAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE      

*Words & Music: 
Michael Bleecker 
and Matt Boswell | 
© 2009 Bleecker at 
The Village (ASCAP); 
Dayspring Music, 
LLC 



HYMN OF RESPONSE: We Will Feast*
Chorus:  We will feast in the house of Zion
  We will sing with our hearts restored
  He has done great things, we will say together 
  We will feast and weep no more 

We will not be burned by the fire
He is the LORD our God
We are not consumed, by the flood 
Upheld, protected, gathered up 

In the dark of night, before the dawn
My soul, be not afraid
For the promised morning, oh how long? 
Oh God of Jacob, be my strength 

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 
You are the Faithful one
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together, bring shalom.

BENEDICTION: 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words & Music: 
Sandra McCracken 
& Josh Moore | © 
2015 Drink Your Tea /
Joshmooreownsthis 
Music  (ASCAP)



NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

JULY 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $24,422 YTD Giving: $138,128
Expenses: $31,617   Cash on Hand: $59,579
Net Income: ($7,195) Annual Budget: $279,375

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com) :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming (davidbfleming@hotmail.com) :: Elder
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín (leonolguin58@att.net) :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator
 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


