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LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. LOVE ASHEVILLE.

C H R I S T M A S T I D E



“Holiness is not just about avoiding certain behaviors 
but also actively loving those around us.” 

— Jay Sklar

“Truth is unchangeable. Truth is bread, nourishing 
minds, and isn’t diminished. It changes the one who 
eats; it isn’t changed into the one who eats it.”    

— St. Augustine

A prayer at a funeral service offered by the minister 
in the voice of the departed: “You who of old did 
fashion me out of nothingness, and with your image 
divine did honor me; but because of transgression of 
your commandments did return me again to the earth 
where I was taken; lead me back to be refashioned 
into that ancient beauty of your likeness. Image am 
I of your unutterable glory, though I bear the scars 
of my stumbling. Have compassion on me, the work 
of your hands, O Sovereign Lord, and cleanse me 
through your loving kindness; and the homeland of my 
heart’s desire bestow on me by making me a citizen of 
Paradise.”    

— Anonymous

“We must be convinced that there are no such things 
as ‘Christian principles.’ There is the Person of Christ, 
who is the principle of everything. But if we wish 
to be faithful to Him, we cannot dream of reducing 
Christianity to a certain number of principles (though 
this is often done), the consequences of which can be 
logically deduced. This tendency to transform the work 
of the Living God into a philosophical doctrine is the 
constant temptation of theologians, and also the faithful, 
and their greatest disloyalty when they transform the 
action of the Spirit which brings forth fruit in themselves 
into an ethic, a new law, into ‘principles’ which only have 
to be ‘applied.’ The Christian life does not spring from 
a ‘cause,’ but it moves toward an ‘end’; it is this which 
completely changes the outlook for humanity, and 
renders the Christian life different from every other 
life.”    

— Jacques Ellul

“If God can’t sin, then he can’t sin against you. If he 
can’t sin against you, shouldn’t that make him the 
most trustworthy being there is?”

— Jackie Hill Perry

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 2 yrs old 
City Kids Jr. –  2 - 4 yrs old
City Kids –  5 yrs - 2nd grade

During the hymn before the sermon, please bring your child to the lobby 
where you and your child will be escorted to their class. You’ll need to pick 
up your child from the nursery after the service, but the City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids classes will be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 

FOR REFLECTION
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             
Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: Oh Come! Oh Come Messiah!*
Oh come! Oh come Messiah!
Oh come our Alleluia!

Oh sing! Oh sing Hosanna!
Oh come! Messiah, come!

Comfort and joy, Alpha, Omega, He
Sorrow and toil, no longer rulers be.

CALL TO WORSHIP: adapted from Psalm 126
Minister:  The Lord has done great things for us!
All: And we are filled with joy!

Minister:  Our God has turned our weeping into singing, our tears into songs of joy!
All:  Lord God, come anew in our hearts this day, and remain in us forever.

HYMN OF ADORATION: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing**
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Ris’n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words & Music: 
Isaac Wardell

**Words: Charles 
Wesley,1739 | Music: 
Felix Mendelssohn-
Bartholdy, 1840, 
Arr: William H. 
Cummings, 1856

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing,
   “Glory to the newborn King.”



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from Belgic Confession, Article 26
Minister: What do you believe concerning Jesus’ love for you? 

All:  For neither in heaven nor among the creatures on earth is there anyone 
  who loves us more than Jesus Christ does.  

HYMN OF RESPONSE: O Little Town of Bethlehem*

1.  O little town of Bethlehem,
 How still we see thee lie;
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
 The silent stars go by:
 Yet in thy dark streets shineth
 The everlasting light;
 The hopes and fears of all the years
 Are met in thee tonight.

2.  For Christ is born of Mary;
 And gathered all above,
 While mortals sleep, the angels keep
 Their watch of wondering love.
 O morning stars together
 Proclaim the holy birth;
 And praises sing to God the King,
 And peace to men on earth.

3.  How silently, how silently
 The wondrous gift is given!
 So God imparts to human hearts
 The blessings of his heav’n.
 No ear may hear his coming,
 But in this world of sin,
 Where meek souls will receive him still,
 The dear Christ enters in.

4.  O holy Child of Bethlehem,
 Descend to us, we pray;
 Cast out our sin, and enter in,
 Be born in us today.
 We hear the Christmas angels
 The great glad tidings tell;
 O come to us, abide with us,
 Our Lord Emmanuel.

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words: Phillips 
Brooks, 1868 | Music: 
Lewis H Redner, 1868



CALL TO CONFESSION: Titus 3:4-7
“When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, 
not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his 
mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he 
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified 
by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  Almighty God who inhabits eternity 
 but dwells with those who are of a humble and contrite spirit: 
All:  before you and our Lord Jesus Christ we confess our sins. 

Minister:  We have ignored the presence of your Spirit. 
 We have failed to look for the return of our Savior and Judge. 
All: We have been blind to your coming in the suffering  of the hungry, 
 the exiled, the destitute, the sick, and the imprisoned. 

Minister: When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 
All:  forgive us, Lord. 

Minister: When we reduce Christmas to plastic and tinsel, 
All:  have mercy on us!

Minister: When hardness of heart keeps us from seeing and hearing and touching,  
All:  let your grace consume us, O God. 

Minister: When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 
All:  show your kindness to us, Lord.  

Minister: When the wars around us are of no concern to us and our caring is not  
 extended to action,
All:  forgive us, and move us to compassion for those who suffer.  

Minister: We come to confess our sinfulness before you and before each other. 
All: We are only dust without your love. Remove all barriers that divide us, 
 and let there be no obstacle to our love for you and for one another. 
 In your great goodness put away our offenses and cleanse us from our  
 sin, for Jesus’ sake. 

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  Mighty God, the shepherds of old were full of your praises, saying that all  
 they had heard and seen was mirrored by what they had been told. 
All: Move among us now with your Spirit, that we too might hear and   
 experience the wonder and joy of the living Word Jesus Christ as we  
 seek to welcome the written Word into our lives. We pray this in Jesus’  
 name and for his sake. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: John 1:12
“To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God.”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*from The Worship 
Sourcebook



*Words and Music: 
Marty Reardon | 
Trinity Anglican 
Mission Music 

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Emmanuel (God Has Come to Us)* 
Come shepherds, come wise men,
both rich and poor alike. 
Come Hebrews, come Gentiles, 
come ev’ry race and tribe

Come children, come elders,
come women and come men.
Come families, come orphans, 
come strangers and close friends 

Refrain:  
 For Christ is born, 
 The Savior’s come to us! 

Come wretched, come holy,
both strong and weak in faith. 
Come healed and come broken, 
come sinners and come saints. 

Bridge:  
 Emman - uel
 God has come to us! 

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
you’ll be directed to 
their class. 

Please make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  THE SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS REV. BRYAN BIBA

Titus 2:11 – 3:7 

  2:11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem 
us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works.

15 Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no 
one disregard you.

  3:1 Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to 
avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all 
people. 3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, 
slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and 
envy, hated by others and hating one another. 4 But when the goodness 
and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not 
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own 
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 
6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 
so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life.

Reader:  This is the word of the LORD. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully  
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION HYMN: Before the Throne of God Above* 
1. Before the throne of God above,
 I have a strong, a perfect plea,
 A great High Priest whose name is “Love,”
 Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
 My name is graven on His hands,
 My name is written on His heart;
 I know that while in heav’n He stands
 no tongue can bid me thence depart. 

2.  When Satan tempts me to despair, 
 and tells me of the guilt within,
 upward I look and see Him there 
 Who made an end to all my sin.
 Because the sinless Savior died, 
 my sinful soul is counted free; 
 For God, the Just, is satisfied 
 to look on Him and pardon me.

3. Behold him there! The risen Lamb, 
 my perfect, spotless Righteousness,
 the great unchangeable I AM, 
 the King of glory and of grace! 
 One with Himself I cannot die, 
 My soul is purchased by His blood;
 My life is hid with Christ on high, 
 with Christ, my Savior and my God.

*Words: Charitie 
Lees Bancroft (1841-
1892), | alternate 
words and music:  
Vikki Cook ©1997 
Sovereign Grace 
Worship (ASCAP)



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Oh God, Now Let Your Servant Depart*
  Oh God, now let your servant depart in peace;

 For our eyes have seen your saving grace. 
 A light to the world and the light of life 
 Seen in our Savior’s face. 

 Alle-lu-ia! Allelu-ia! Allelu - ia!

BENEDICTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words & Music: 
Greg Scheer; (c) 
2011 Greg Scheer 
BMI



NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

NOVEMBER 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $68,683* YTD Giving: $291,339
Expenses: $20,090   Cash on Hand: $122,330
Net Income: $48,593 Annual Budget: $279,475
 * $34,587 of this was given by donors outside of City Church

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith, Mark Iverson, & Will Troutman :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


