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A D V E N T



“What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up
Like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore--
And then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over--
like a syrupy sweet?
Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load.
Or does it explode?”

— Langston Hughes, 

“Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing 
fulfilled is a tree of life.” 

— Proverbs 13:12

“I didn’t know the full dimensions of forever, but 
I knew it was longer than waiting for Christmas to 
come.”

— Richard Brautigan

“Tell me what you celebrate, and I will tell you who 
you are. ” 

— Alexander Schmemann

“The Lion does not get to the throne by being a 
lion. The secret of history, which no one could have 
discovered on his or her own, is that the Lion gets to 
the throne by being a Lamb. The Lion wins by being 
slaughtered. Again, the Lamb is not stupid — he has 
seven eyes. And the Lamb is not a ‘wimp’ — he has 
seven horns. What the vision of Revelation 5 is telling 
us that the power that overcomes is the ‘weakness’ 
of sacrificial love. The wisdom that overcomes is the 
‘foolishness’ of sacrificial love.”

— Darrell Johnson

“The glory of God is to love the unworthy.”
 — Ashley Null

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 2 yrs old 
City Kids Jr. –  2 - 4 yrs old
City Kids –  5 yrs - 2nd grade

During the hymn before the sermon, please bring your child to the lobby 
where you and your child will be escorted to their class. You’ll need to pick 
up your child from the nursery after the service, but the City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids classes will be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             
Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)*
Chorus:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul, worship His holy name.
  Sing like never before, O my soul. I worship Your holy name.

1.  The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning;
 Its time to sing Your song again
 Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me,
 Let me be singing when the evening comes.

2. You’re rich in love, and You’re slow to anger.
 Your name is great, and Your heart is kind.
 For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing;
 Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.  

3. And on that day when my strength is failing,
 The end draws near, and my time has come;
 Soon my soul will sing Your praise unending:
 Ten thousand years and then forever more!   

CALL TO WORSHIP: Isaiah 40:3
Minister:  In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a  
 highway for our God.

All: Our King and Savior now draws near; O come, let us adore him.

HYMN OF ADORATION: O Come, All Ye Faithful**
1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
 Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain:  O come, let us adore him, 
  O come, let us adore him, 

2. God of God, Light of Light, 
 lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
 Very God, begotten, not created;  

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye bright hosts of heav’n above: 
 Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

4.  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born that happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 
 Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words & Music: 
Matt Redmon and 
Jonas Myrin (c) 
2011. Thankyou 
Music (PRS)

**Words: Words: 
John Francis Wade, 
c. 1743, trans.: Fred-
erick Oakeley, 1841 | 
Music: John Francis 
Wade

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: adapted from Revelation 5
Minister:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom  
  and might and honor and glory and blessing!

All:   Jesus, you are worthy of our worship today. For you were slain, and by  
  your blood you ransomed people from every tribe and language and  
  people and nation, and you have made us a kingdom and priests to our  
  God, and we shall reign on the earth.

Minister:  To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and  
  glory and might forever and ever!

All:   We praise you this morning: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Come See A Child of Low Estate*
Come, see a child of low estate, 
in manger bed reclining; 
Yet on His humble dwelling place 
bright stars in heav’n are shining 

This little babe is Christ the Lord, 
whom saints have long expected, 
for man He comes to live and die, 
despised, betrayed, rejected 

For man He comes to rend the veil 
which hides death’s gloomy portal, 
and make a home where man with Him 
in peace may dwell, immortal 

He comes to triumph o’er the grave, 
and rise on Easter morning, 
and reign in heav’n at God’s right hand, 
until the last Day’s dawning 

So may we all the pattern take 
from Jesus meek and lowly,
may we his faithful servants be
kept by his spirit holy

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words: W.D. 
Springett, 1899 
| Music: Karl 
Digerness, 2014 



CALL TO CONFESSION: Isaiah 1:18
“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like 
wool.”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  Almighty God, you warn us to read the signs for the coming of your glory—
  in the sun, the moon, the stars,
  the roaring of the seas and the waves,
  the distress among the nations.
All:  We have seen it all before.
 Nothing seems to change.

Minister: Help us live with courage in this age of ambiguity 
 where wars are fought for peace and freedoms are stripped 
 in the name of liberty.
All:  Forgive our lapse of focus,
 our sense that nothing ever really changes.

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  Father, teach us to wait with patience,
All:  that we may be ready as our redeemer draws near. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: Matthew 11:28-30
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*inspired by Luke 21 
and adapted from 
The Abingdon
Worship Annual 
2009, © 2008
Abingdon Press



*Words & Music: 
Stuart Townend | 
Copyright © 1995 
Thankyou Music 
(PRS)

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: How Deep the Father’s Love* 
How deep the Father’s love for us, 
how vast beyond all measure
That he should give his only son, 
to make a wretch his treasure
How great the pain of searing loss, 
the Father turned his face away
As wounds which mar the chosen one, 
bring many sons to glory

Behold the man upon a cross, 
my sin upon his shoulders
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held him there 
until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life; 
I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything: 
no gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ; 
his death and resurrection
Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart: 
his wounds have paid my ransom.

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
you’ll be directed to 
their class. 

Please make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  A SONG FOR WORSHIP REV. DUFF JAMES

Psalm 134 

1   Now bless the LORD,
   all you servants of the LORD
   who stand in the LORD’s house at night!

2   Lift up your hands in the holy place
   and bless the LORD!

3   May the LORD,
   Maker of heaven and earth,
   bless you from Zion.

Reader:  This is the word of the LORD. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully  
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION HYMN: In the Secret of His Presence* 
In the secret of His presence how my soul delights to hide! 
Oh, how precious are the lessons which I learn at Jesus’ side! 
Earthly cares can never vex me, neither trials lay me low; 
For when Satan comes to tempt me, to the secret place I go, 
To the secret place I go.

When my soul is faint and thirsty, ’neath the shadow of His wing 
There is cool and pleasant shelter, and a fresh and crystal spring; 
And my Savior rests beside me, as we hold communion sweet: 
If I tried, I could not utter what He says when thus we meet, 
What He says when thus we meet.

Only this I know: I tell Him all my doubts, my griefs and fears; 
Oh, how patiently He listens! and my drooping soul He cheers: 
Do you think He ne’er reproves me? What a false Friend He would be, 
If He never, never told me of the sins which He must see, 
Of the sins which He must see.

Would you like to know the sweetness of the secret of the Lord? 
Go and hide beneath His shadow: this shall then be your reward; 
And whene’er you leave the silence of that happy meeting place, 
You must mind and bear the image of the Master in your face, 
Of the Master in your face.

COMMUNION HYMN: His Name Shall Be**
The people who in darkness walked 
have seen a glorious light; 
the heavenly dawn broke forth on those 
who dwelt in death and night. 

To greet you, Sun of Righteousness, 
the gathering nations come, 
rejoicing as when reapers bring 
their harvest treasures home. 

Chorus:  To us the promised child is born, 
  to us a son is given; 
  and on his shoulders ever rests 
  all power in earth and heaven.

His peace and righteous government 
shall over all extend; 
on judgment and on justice based, 
his reign shall never end. 

Bridge:  His name shall be the Prince of Peace 
  forevermore adored, 
  the Wonderful, the Counselor, 
  the Great and Mighty Lord

*Words: Ellen Goreh 
I Music Christopher 
Minor

**Music: Words: 
John Morison, 1781, 
adapted/additional: 
Bruce Benedict 
| Music: Bruce 
Benedict © 2019 
Cardiphonia



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Exult in the Savior’s Birth*
1.  Shepherds watched their flocks at night, attending lowly sheep. 
 Now within a cattle shed, a much stranger watch they keep. 
 Today, a Saviour has been born and He is Christ, the Lord. 
 Placed within a humble trough, this baby must be adored. 

2. Pagan wise men from the East seek out the infant King. 
 Trackless miles behind them lie and now all their rev’rence bring. 
 They have come to worship Him with spices and with gold. 
 Countless millions seek Him still, whose advent was long foretold. 

3.  For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is giv’n. 
 He shall reign in righteousness, this Counselor King from heav’n. 
 The government will rest on Him, He is the mighty God. 
 Prince of Peace, this gentle King, yet rules with a mighty rod. 

4. Scriptures say that Mary’s boy was born that he might die. 
 Angel voices burst in praise, their harmony fills the sky. 
 Sing “Glory in the highest heav’n.” Sing “Gracious peace on earth.” 
 Those on whom his favor rests, exult in the Saviour’s birth. 

BENEDICTION: Romans 15:13
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words: D.A. Carson 
| Music: Matt 
Boswell; Copyright 
2013 McKinney 
Music, Inc. (BMI)



NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

NOVEMBER 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $68,683* YTD Giving: $291,339
Expenses: $20,090   Cash on Hand: $122,330
Net Income: $48,593 Annual Budget: $279,475
 * $34,587 of this was given by donors outside City Church

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith, Mark Iverson, & Will Troutman :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


