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“As you ask God to send the Spirit … to control 
you, to cleanse you, to convict you, to be the 
bread that revitalizes you, to make you alive 
when you are discouraged, to give you words 
when you don’t know what to say and what to 
pray … then you will notice that he has filled you 
with a spirit of love that begins to change your 
whole life.” 

— Jack Miller

“The Christian leaders needed in the world 
and the church today are those who have seen 
the Lamb on the throne and are determined to 
follow him wherever he goes; they know that 
God’s power will be exhibited not in displays of 
power but in their weakness.”

— John Stott

“The more we get what we now call ‘ourselves’ 
out of the way and let [Jesus] take us over, the 
more truly ourselves we become … I am not, in 
my natural state, nearly so much of a person as 
I like to believe: most of what I call ‘me’ can be 
very easily explained. It is when I turn to Christ, 
when I give myself up to his personality, that I 
first begin to have a real personality of my own. ”

— C.S. Lewis

“At the root of all sin is unbelief in the word 
and worth of God. So then, it’s not enough 
to embrace behavior modification if we are 
unwilling or unable to deal with the underlying 
reasons we sin in the ways we do.”

— Jackie Hill Perry

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 2 yrs old 
City Kids Jr. –  2 - 4 yrs old
City Kids –  5 yrs - 2nd grade

During the hymn before the sermon, please bring your child to the lobby 
where you and your child will be escorted to their class. You’ll need to pick 
up your child from the nursery after the service, but the City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids classes will be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 
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PREPARATION             
Personal prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver me from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when drawn near to you in these moments. Grant that with steadfast 
thoughts and kindled affections I may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: Come Thou Fount*   
1.  Come Thou Fount of every blessing
 Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
 Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
 Call for songs of loudest praise
 Teach me some melodious sonnet,
 Sung by flaming tongues above.
 Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,
 Mount of God’s unchanging love.

2. Here I raise my Ebenezer;
 Hither by Thy help I’m come;
 And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
 Safely to arrive at home.
 Jesus sought me when a stranger,
 Wandering from the fold of God;
 He, to rescue me from danger,
 Interposed His precious blood.

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP: Jeremiah 9:23-24

Leader: Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the  
   mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but  
   let him who boasts boast in this,

All: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices  
   steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these  
   things I delight, declares the Lord.”

HYMN OF ADORATION: Come, Holy Spirit, Come**
1.  Come, Holy Spirit, come;
 Let thy bright beams arise;
 Dispel the darkness from our minds, 
 And open all our eyes. 

2.  Convince us of our sin,
 Then lead to Jesus’ blood;

 And to our wondering view reveal 
 The secret love of God.

3.  ‘Tis thine to cleanse the heart, 
 to purify the soul,
 to pour fresh life in every part 
 And new create the whole.

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

**Words: Henry 
Allon, 1863 I Music: 
The Ironsides, 2011, 
Songs for Supper. 

**Words: Joseph 
Hart, 1759 | Music: 
Hiram Ring, 2011

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3.  O to grace how great a debtor
 Daily I’m constrained to be!
 Let that grace now like a fetter,
 Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
 Prone to leave the God I love;
 Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
 Seal it for Thy courts above.

4.  Dwell, therefore, in our hearts;
 Our minds from bondage free;
 Then we shall know, and praise, and love 
 The Father, Son, and Thee.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Psalm 145:14-18
Leader: Christian, what do you believe?

All:   The LORD upholds all who are falling 
  and raises up all who are bowed down. 
  The eyes of all look to you, 
  and you give them their food in due season. 
  You open your hand; 
  you satisfy the desire of every living thing.
  The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works.
  The LORD is near to all who call on him, 
  to all who call on him in truth. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Almighty God*
1.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 Search and know our thoughts and anxious fears
 Wash us in the fountain of your mercy
 Come with your light, we cannot hide from you.

2.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 With gratitude we raise our song to You
 Come and fill the praises of your people
 In grace and truth, you make us new again.  

3.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 We long for more than what this world provides
 No shallow spring will ever satisfy us
 But your river deep, floods over everything.

4.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 You take away our sickness and our sin
 Oh Lamb of God we gather at your table
 In bread and wine, you have supplied our needs.

 
 Chorus: Hallelujah (3x)

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words & Music: All 
Sons & Daughters



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 131:13
“Hope in the LORD from this time forth and forever more.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  
 from whom no secrets are hidden, we confess our sins to you now.

All: Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being,  
 whose face is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we  
 forget in the blindness of our hearts: cleanse us from all our  
 offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires,  
 that with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you,  
 confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, and finding in you  
 our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son.

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister: Father, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your  
 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify  
 your holy name.

All:  Well our feeble frame you know, and in your hands you gently  
 bears us. Cleanse and spare us we pray, through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: Colossians 1:13-14

“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.”

Minister:  Hear and receive the good news of the gospel: 
 in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

All:  Thanks be to God! 

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

*from The Worship 
Sourcebook, 2nd 
Edition © 2013, Faith 
Alive Resources

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Grace upon Grace*
In every station, new trials and new troubles
Call for more grace than I can afford
Where can I go but to my dear Savior
For mercy that pours from boundless stores.

 Chorus:
  Grace upon grace, every sin repaired
  Every void restored, you will find Him there
  In every turning He will prepare you
  With grace upon grace.

He made a way for the fallen to rise
Perfect in glory and sacrifice
In sweet communion my need He supplies
He saves and keeps and guards my life

To Thee I run now with great expectation
To honor You with trust like a child
My hopes and desires seek a new destination
and all that You ask Your grace will provide. 

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
you’ll be directed to 
their class. 

Please make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 

*Words: Valley 
of Vision | Music: 
Sandra McCracken



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
 THE POWER OF GOD REV. DUFF JAMES

1 Corinthians 1:26 – 2:5
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 

according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things 
that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human 
being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you 
are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

2:1 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to 
you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided 
to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 
And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and 
my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might 
not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

Reader: This is the word of the LORD. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully  
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION HYMN: Is Not Christ the Anthem Sweet*
1.  Is not Christ the anthem sweet 
 of every sinner’s song 
 It is weakness calling out 
 It is calling on the one it loves 

2. How his mercy knows no bounds 
 How relentless is his love 
 He is like a captor come 
 With full and able arms 

3.  What an anthem sweet 
 Is the Savior’s name to me 
 In the darkness of the night 
 My brother, friend and guide 
 O’ the precious love of Christ 

4. Let his voice come softly fall 
 On this frail and empty heart 
 And I am bank and brimming full 
 He has overpaid his love 

5.  See his garments turn so white 
 See the world becoming dim 
 You can hide yourself inside 
 His resurrected life.

*Words &  Music: 
Nathan Poole, 2010



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Jesus, Lead Us with Thy Power*
Chorus:  
 Jesus, oh lead us, with Thy power, 
 Safe into the promised rest; 
 Hide our souls within Thy bosom; 
 Let us slumber on Thy breast

Feed us with the heavenly manna 
Bread that angels eat above 
Let us drink, from the holy fountain 
Draughts of everlasting love.

Through the desert wild conduct us, 
With a glorious pillar bright; 
In the day a cooling comfort 
And a cheering fire by night

Be our guide in every peril 
Watch us hourly, night and day 
Otherwise we’ll err and wander 
From the Spirit far away

In Thy presence we find comfort 
In Thy presence we’re secure 
In Thy presence all afflictions 
We will patiently endure

In thy presence we can conquer, 
We can suffer, we can die. 
Far from Thee, we faint and languish 
Lord, our Savior, keep us nigh.

BENEDICTION: Romans 15:13 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words: William 
Williams (alt Morton) 
I Music: Lucas 
Morton ©2015 Lucas 
Morton Music (BMI)



NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

DECEMBER 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $52,480 YTD Giving: $364,511
Expenses: $23,297   Cash on Hand: $141,000
Net Income: $29,183 Annual Budget: $279,475

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals
 Liz Duncan :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith, Mark Iverson, Will Troutman, & Steve Sandman :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


