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“Because that’s the nature of existence. Nothing 
stays where it is for very long. Trees grow tall, 
leaves fall, rivers dry up and flowers die. Life 
doesn’t stop.”

— Bob Dylan

“Repentance is not seen in tears; it is not seen in 
words; it is not seen in emotion. Repentance is 
long, slow, consistent change over an extended 
period of time because it is from the heart 
outward. Heart change is supernatural work.”

— Diane Langberg

“I am beginning to see that much of praying is 
grieving.”

— Henri Nouwen

“No atheist has done this much damage to the 
Christian faith.”

— Peter Wehner

“Have we been
born again
yet uncomfortable
in our new skin?

Have we
covered up in fig
to sing a cultured jig
and make the world’s high places 
our friend? 

Let us remain low

lest we 
look down on our God
and up at our foe.”

— Christopher Ray

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 2 yrs old 
City Kids Jr. –  2 – 4 yrs old
City Kids –  5 yrs – 2nd grade

During the hymn before the sermon, please walk your child to their classroom 
downstairs. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery after the 
service, but the City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will be brought back into 
worship during the final hymn. 
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PREPARATION             
Personal prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver me from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when drawn near to you in these moments. Grant that with steadfast 
thoughts and kindled affections I may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed*   
Chorus:  Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son! 

   Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

He comes in succor speedy to those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong.

To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in His sight. 

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in His path to birth. 

Kings shall fall down before Him, and gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore Him, His praise all people sing; 

The tide of time shall never His covenant remove. 
His Name shall stand forever, That Name to us is Love.

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 145:17-18

Leader: The LORD is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does. 

All: The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 

HYMN OF ADORATION: Come, People of the Risen King**

Come, people of the Risen King, who delight to bring Him praise;
Come all and tune your hearts to sing to the Morning Star of grace.
From the shifting shadows of the earth we will lift our eyes to Him,
Where steady arms of mercy reach to gather children in. 

Come, those whose joy is morning sun, and those weeping through the night;
Come, those who tell of battles won, and those struggling in the fight.
For His perfect love will never change, and His mercies never cease,
But follow us through all our days with the certain hope of peace. 

Come, young and old from every land - men and women of the faith;
Come, those with full or empty hands - find the riches of His grace.
Over all the world, His people sing - shore to shore we hear them call
The Truth that cries through every age: “Our God is all in all”

 Refrain: Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
   One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice!

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words: James 
Montgomery I Music:  
Sandra McCracken 

*Words & Music:  
Keith & Kristyn Getty, 
Stuart Townend

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 54
Leader:  Let us join with all the saints in all cultures and ages in our profession  
 of faith and praise: 

All:  I believe that the Son of God 
  through his Spirit and Word, 
  out of the entire human race, 
  from the beginning of the world to its end, 
  gathers, protects, and preserves for himself a community
  chosen for eternal life and united in true faith. 
  And of this community I am and always will be a living member.

HYMN OF ADORATION: I’ll Not Be Shaken (Psalm 62)*
1.  For God alone, I wait in silence;
 My soul is still before the Lord.
 He is my rock and my salvation,
 My fortress strong; I trust in Him.

 Chorus: 
  I’ll not be shaken! I’ll not be shaken,
  For all my hope is in His love.
  From God alone comes my salvation;
  I wait and trust His steadfast love!

2.  Put not your hope in gain of riches;
 Seek not your rest in empty wealth.
 The rich are weak; the poor are mighty,
 Who turn to God alone for help.

3.  Pour out your heart to God our refuge
 And trust in Him to hear you cry.
 No other hope will never fail you;
 No other love will not run dry.

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words & Music: 
Wendell Kimbrough



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE*
Leader: God of compassion, we remember before you the poor and afflicted,  
  the sick and the dying, prisoners and all who are lonely, the victims of  
  war, injustice, and inhumanity, and all others who suffer from  
  whatever their sufferings may be called. 
All:  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader: O Lord of providence, holding the destiny of the nations in your hand, 
  we pray for our country. Inspire the hearts and minds of our leaders  
  that they, together with all our nation, may first seek your kingdom  
  and righteousness so that order, liberty, and peace may dwell with  
  your people. We pray for all nations and peoples. Take away the  
  mistrust and lack of understanding that divides us. 
All:  In your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader: O Savior God, look favorably on your church in its struggle on the  
  earth. Have mercy on it in its weakness, bring to an end its unhappy  
  divisions, and scatter its fears. Look also on the ministry of your  
  church. Increase its courage, strengthen its faith, and inspire its  
  witness to all people, even to the ends of the earth. 
All:  In your mercy, hear our prayer.

Leader:  Almighty God, we confess that although we’re willing to say that  
  “Jesus is King,” we often fail to bow our knees before him. Instead,  
  we grant our allegiance to the relationships and material goods of  
  this world.
All:  In your mercy, hear our prayer of confession.

Leader: You have raised Jesus from the grave and crowned him Lord of all.
  We confess that we have often failed to bow before him or   
  acknowledge his rule in our lives. We have gone along with the way  
  of the world and failed to give him glory. Forgive us and raise us  
  from sin, that we may be your faithful people, obeying the   
  commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is  
  head of the church, his body.
All:  In your mercy, hear our prayer of confession.

Leader prays.

All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name,
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
  Give us this day our daily bread.
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

*adapted from The 
Worship Sourcebook



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery* 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity 
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, he the perfect Son of Man 
In his living, in his suffering, never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in him we stand. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold.

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e’er restrain him, praise the Lord, He is alive 
What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope 
Christ in power resurrected, as will we be when he comes. 

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
walk them to their 
classroom downstairs 
during the song. 

Please make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 

*Words & Music: 
Matt Boswell, Michael 
Bleecker, Matt Papa



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
 BUCKLE UP! REV. DUFF JAMES

1 Corinthians 5:1-13
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, 

and the kind of sexual immorality that is not even tolerated among 
the Gentiles — a man is sleeping with his father’s wife. 2 And you are 
arrogant! Shouldn’t you be filled with grief and remove from your 
congregation the one who did this? 3 Even though I am absent in the 
body, I am present in spirit. As one who is present with you in this way, 
I have already pronounced judgment on the one who has been doing 
such a thing. 4 When you are assembled in the name of our Lord Jesus, 
and I am with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 hand that 
one over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may 
be saved in the day of the Lord.

6 Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little leaven leavens 
the whole batch of dough? 7 Clean out the old leaven so that you may 
be a new unleavened batch, as indeed you are. For Christ our Passover 
lamb has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore, let us observe the feast, not with 
old leaven or with the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth.

9 I wrote to you in a letter not to associate with sexually immoral 
people. 10 I did not mean the immoral people of this world or the 
greedy and swindlers or idolaters; otherwise you would have to leave 
the world. 11 But actually, I wrote you not to associate with anyone 
who claims to be a brother or sister and is sexually immoral or greedy, 
an idolater or verbally abusive, a drunkard or a swindler. Do not even 
eat with such a person. 12 For what business is it of mine to judge 
outsiders? Don’t you judge those who are inside? 13 God judges 
outsiders. Remove the evil person from among you.

Reader: This is the word of the LORD. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully  
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION HYMN: Laden with Guilt*
Laden with guilt and full of fears, 
I fly to Thee, my Lord, 
And not a glimpse of hope appears, 
But in Thy written Word 
The volumes of my Father’s grace 
Does all my griefs assuage 
Here I behold my Savior’s face 
In every page.

This is the field where, hidden, lies 
The pearl of price unknown 
That merchant is divinely wise 
Who makes the pearl his own 
Here consecrated water flows 
To quench my thirst of sin 
Here the fair tree of knowledge grows, 
No danger dwells within.

This is the judge that ends the strife, 
Where wit and reason fail 
My guide to everlasting life 
Through all this gloomy vale 
Oh may Thy counsels, mighty God, 
My roving feet command, 
Nor I forsake the happy road 
That leads to Thy right hand.

*Words: Isaac Watts 
I Music: Sandra 
McCracken I ©2001 
Same Old Dress 
Music



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Praise the Savior Now and Ever*
1.  Praise the Savior now and ever; 
 praise him, all beneath the skies; 
 Prostrate lying suff’ring, dying 
 on the cross, a sacrifice. 
 Vict’ry gaining life obtaining 
 now in glory he doth rise. 

2.  Man’s work faileth, Christ’s availeth; 
 he is all our righteousness; 
 He, our Savior, has forever 
 set us free from dire distress. 
 Through his merit we inherit 
 light and peace and happiness. 

3. Sin’s bond severed, we’re delivered; 
 Christ has bruised the serpent’s head; 
 Death no longer is the stronger 
 hell itself is captive led. 
 Christ has risen from death’s prison; 
 o’er the tomb he light has shed.

4.  For his favor, praise forever 
 unto God the Father sing; 
 Praise the Savior, praise him ever, 
 Son of God, our Lord and King. 
 Praise the Spirit; through Christ’s merit 
 he doth us salvation bring.

BENEDICTION: Romans 15:13 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words: Venantius 
Fortunatus | Music: 
William Moore (Arr. 
Benedict/Bradham) 
©2006 Cardiphonia 



NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

APRIL 2022 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $43,938 YTD Giving: $151,896
Expenses: $29,796   Cash on Hand: $173,990 
Net Income: $14,142 Annual Budget: $322,359

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteers
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup Coordinator
 Nate O’Steen (treasurer@citychurchavl.org) :: Treasurer

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals
 Liz Duncan :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith, Mark Iverson, Will Troutman, & Steve Sandman :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


