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“I don’t want to be married just to be married. I 
can’t think of anything lonelier than spending the 
rest of my life with someone I can’t talk to, or worse, 
someone I can’t be silent with.”

— Mary Ann Shaffer

“Being in love is a good thing, but it is not the best 
thing. There are many things below it, but there are 
also things above it. You cannot make it the basis 
of a whole life. It is a noble feeling, but it is still a 
feeling. Now no feeling can be relied on to last in its 
full intensity, or even to last at all. Knowledge can 
last, principles can last, habits can last but feelings 
come and go. And in fact, whatever people say, the 
state called ‘being in love’ usually does not last. If 
the old fairy-tale ending ‘They lived happily ever 
after’ is taken to mean ‘They felt for the next fifty 
years exactly as they felt the day before they were 
married,’ then it says what probably never was nor 
ever would be true, and would be highly undesirable 
if it were. Who could bear to live in that excitement 
for even five years? What would become of your 
work, your appetite, your sleep, your friendships? 
But, of course, ceasing to be ‘in love’ need not mean 
ceasing to love. Love in this second sense — love 
as distinct from ‘being in love’ — is not merely a 
feeling. It is a deep unity, maintained by the will and 

deliberately strengthened by habit; reinforced by (in 
Christian marriages) the grace which both partners 
ask, and receive, from God. They can have this love 
for each other even at those moments when they 
do not like each other; as you love yourself even 
when you do not like yourself. They can retain this 
love even when each would easily, if they allowed 
themselves, be ‘in love’ with someone else. ‘Being in 
love’ first moved them to promise fidelity: this quieter 
love enables them to keep the promise. It is on this 
love that the engine of marriage is run: being in love 
was the explosion that started it.“

— CS Lewis

“Accepting singleness, whether temporary or 
permanent, does not hinge on speculation about 
answers. God has not given to our list of whys, but 
rather on celebration of the life he has given. I am 
not single because I am too spiritually unstable to 
possibly deserve a husband, nor because I am too 
spiritually mature to possibly need one. I am single 
because God is so abundantly good to me, because 
this is his best for me. It is a cosmic impossibility that 
anything could be better for me right now than being 
single.”

— Paige Benton Brown

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 2 yrs old 
City Kids Jr. –  2 – 4 yrs old
City Kids –  Taking the summer off. See you in September!

During the hymn before the sermon, please walk your child to their classroom 
downstairs. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery after the 
service, but the City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will be brought back into 
worship during the final hymn. 
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PREPARATION             
Personal prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver me from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when drawn near to you in these moments. Grant that with steadfast 
thoughts and kindled affections I may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

HYMN OF ADORATION: Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven*

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
To his feet thy tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who, like me, his praise should sing? 
Come and worship, come and worship,
Praise the everlasting King. 

2. Praise him for his grace and favor,
To our fathers in distress; 
Praise him, still the same forever, 
Slow to chide and swift to bless. 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Glorious in his faithfulness. 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 3:8WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP: Isaiah 12:2 

Leader:   Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid,

All:  for the LORD God is my strength and my song, 
   and he has become my salvation. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!HYMN OF ADORATION: Praise to the Lord, The Almighty**

Praise to the Lord, The Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, For He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Praise Him in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, Who over all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how all your longings have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
If with His love He befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord, Oh let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 
Let the Amen sound from His people again, 
Gladly for aye we adore Him.

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words: Henry F. 
Lyte, 1834 I Music:  
Nathan Partain, 2000

**Words:  Joachim 
Neander I Music: 
17th century Ger-
man tune 

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3. God our Father tends and spares us, 
Well our feeble frame he knows; 
In his hands he gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Come and worship, come and worship,
Widely as his mercy goes.

4. Angels, help us to adore him, 
Ye behold him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
Dwellers all in time and space. 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Praise with us the God of grace!



PRAYER OF ADORATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Romans 11:33-36
Leader:  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
All:  For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his  
 counselor? Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid? 

Leader: For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
All: To him be glory forever. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Oh How Good to Be Together*
Oh how good to be together
In this weary world we trod
What a gift what a treasure
Kindred in the house of God

On this day the Lord has fashioned
Come rejoice with all your might
Raise a banner of salvation
He has led us through the night

 Chorus: 
  Oh the joy oh the sweetness
  To be gathered in the name of the Lord
  Evermore he will keep us
  From the valley to the golden shore

When it looked like evil conquered
When we felt the darkest hour
In despair we sought the Father
And he has proved his mighty power

Tell the theme of his provision
How he met our daily need
He has been our firm foundation
And he will ever always be

Prayer of adoration: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

* Words & Music: 
Paul Ranheim & Kirk 
Sauer

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 130:1-2
“Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD! O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be 
attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy!”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose  
 face is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the  
 blindness of our hearts:

All:  Cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us from proud  
 thoughts and vain desires, that with reverent and humble hearts  
 we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding in your  
 grace, and finding in you our refuge and strength

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  Our gracious God, you are letting your servants go in peace as you  
 promised for our eyes have seen your saving grace in Jesus Christ.    

All:  In deep gratitude for our salvation, this moment, these people,  
 your church, we give ourselves to you. Take us out to live as  
 changed people because we have shared this redemption and  
 cannot remain the same. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: Mark 10:45
Minister:  “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and  
 to give his life as a ransom for many.”
All:  Amen

Minister: The LORD is merciful and gracious,
All:  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

Minister: Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,
All:  for His steadfast love endures forever.

Minister: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
All:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen. 

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*from The Book of 
Common Worship



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Confession Song*   
Lord have mercy on this sinner
For the sake of your great love
Wash away my great transgression
All the wrongs that I have done

For the words that I have spoken
For the thoughts I try to hide
For the promises I’ve broken
For my weakness, for my pride

 Lord have mercy! Lord have mercy!
 How I need your grace to know
 Though my sins are red as scarlet
 Wash them whiter than the snow

Praise to God who heard my groaning
Praise to Christ who died for me
He was slain to win my pardon
Shed his blood to make me clean

 It is finished! It is finished!
 End of guilt and fear and shame!
 He has loved me, made me holy:
 Brightest treasure of his grace

 It is finished! It is finished!
 Oh what joy those words afford
 None can shake me, nor accuse me
 I am hid with Christ in God.

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
walk them to their 
classroom downstairs 
during the song. 

Please make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. will be 
brought back into the 
service during the 
final hymn. 

*Words & Music: 
Matt Searles & Ben 
Slee



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
     MARRIAGE IS NOT SALVATION                                            REV. DUFF JAMES    

1 Corinthians 7:1-17
1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man 

not to have sexual relations with a woman.” 2 But because of the temptation 
to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman 
her own husband. 3 The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, 
and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 For the wife does not have authority 
over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not 
have authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5 Do not deprive one 
another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may devote 
yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not 
tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

6 Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. 7 I wish that all were as I 
myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of 
another.

8 To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain 
single, as I am. 9 But if they cannot exercise self-control, they should marry. For 
it is better to marry than to burn with passion.

10 To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not 
separate from her husband 11 (but if she does, she should remain unmarried 
or else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his 
wife.

12 To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an 
unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her. 13 
If any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live 
with her, she should not divorce him. 14 For the unbelieving husband is made 
holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy because of 
her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are 
holy. 15 But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the 
brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace. 16 For how do 
you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, 
husband, whether you will save your wife?

17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to 
which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches.

Reader: This is the word of the LORD. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully  
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION HYMN: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah*

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore; 

Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong Deliverer, be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of deaths, and hell’s destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee;

 Tag:  Land me safe on Canaan’s side
  Bid my anxious fears,
  bid my anxious fears. (2x) … Goodbye

*Words: William 
Williams I Music: 
Jeremy Casella



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Mighty God We Thank and Praise You*
Mighty God we thank and praise you
For this meal, this Bread of Life;
Precious blood and body, broken,
From your Son our Savior, Christ.

In these mysteries you assure us
We are members of your Son;
Heirs of your eternal Kingdom,
With all faithful people, One.

Humbly now we ask you, Father,
In your grace, to make us strong,
That, with all the saints before us,
In good works we may press on!

Send us out to love and serve you!
Send us out to sing your praise!
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Pow’r and glory to your name!  Amen

BENEDICTION: Romans 15:13 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words: Book of 
Common Prayer I 
Music: Ludwig Von 
Beethoven 



NEED PRAYER? 
Please email your prayer requests to the elders at session@citychurchavl.org. Unless otherwise specified by 
you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

JUNE 2022 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $34,127 YTD Giving: $235,372
Expenses: $31,178   Cash on Hand: $219,000
Net Income: $2,943 Annual Budget: $322,359

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also visit our website and follow the menu option “Connect/Contact Us.” We’ll receive your basic 
  contact information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteers
 Nate O’Steen (treasurer@citychurchavl.org) :: Treasurer

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals
 Liz Duncan :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith, Mark Iverson, Will Troutman, & Steve Sandman :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


