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“We are uneasy about a story until we know who 
is telling it.” 

— Joan Didion

“As long as you are proud you cannot know 
God. A proud man is always looking down on 
things and people: and, of course, as long as you 
are looking down you cannot see something 
that is above you.… The perfect church service 
would be one we were almost unaware of; our 
attention would have been on God.” 

— CS Lewis

“When God brings a community together, He 
gives them a new sense to taste that the Lord is 
good.... The Holy Spirit will awaken in us little by 
little an ability to taste that the Lord is good, not 
just to read about it.... The Holy Spirit wants us 
to relate over a love of God’s truth and a love of 
God and His ways as those who look across the 
aisle and say, ‘Yes, me too. I have tasted that the 
Lord is good.’” 

— Sam Ferguson

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 18 months old
City Minis –  18 months through 2 yrs old
City Kids Jr. –  3 – 4 yrs old
City Kids –  Kindergarten – 2nd grade (5 – 8 yrs old)

During the hymn before the sermon, please walk your child to their classroom 
downstairs. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery and City Minis 
immediately after the service, but the City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will 
be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 

FOR REFLECTION
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PREPARATION             
Personal prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver me from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when drawn near to you in these moments. Grant that with steadfast 
thoughts and kindled affections I may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

HYMN OF ADORATION: All Hail the King of Heaven*

All hail the King of Heaven, Christ the Lord of all,
Whom thundering angels circle ‘round ablaze with awe;
Let now the Hallelujah, of earth in glad refrain,
Ascend the throne, To him belongs immortal praise.

Chorus:  All hail the king of heaven, creation join together
  Let endless praises crown his name, all hail the king of heaven.

All hail the Great Redeemer, who so humbly came
The lamb of our salvation, O for sinners slain
Let now the loud Hosanna resound from shore to shore
You nations say, “His kingdom reigns, forevermore!”

Let praise of nations rise now as a symphony
To sound the endless wonders of his majesty
Let every heart adore him, the great and small the same
Through generations ever let his anthem ring!

WELCOME & SILENT PREPARATION

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 3:8CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 33  

Leader:  We wait for the LORD; he is our help and shield. 

All:  For our hearts rejoice in him because we trust in his holy name.  
   May your faithful love rest on us, LORD, for we put our hope in you.

HYMN OF ADORATION: O Worship the King**
1. O worship the King, all glorious above,
O gratefully sing His power and His love;
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

2. O tell of His might, O sing of His grace,
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space,
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm.

3. Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.  (Continued on next page)

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words & Music: 
Matt Boswell and 
Matt Papa © 2021 
Getty Music Pub-
lishing

*Words: Robert 
Grant, based on 
Psalm 104 I Music:  
Johann Michael 
Haydn, arranged by 
Wendell Kimbrough

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.



4. Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail;
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.  

PRAYER FOR GOD’S PRESENCE AND POWER   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from Our Song of Hope
Leader: We are a people of hope waiting for the return of our Lord.
 God has come to us
  through the ancient people of Israel,
  as the true Son of God, Jesus of Nazareth, 
  as the Holy Spirit at work in our world.
All:  Our Lord speaks to us now through the inspired Scriptures.
 Christ is with us day by day. 

RESPONSE: Gloria Patri*
Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son,
Glory be to the Spirit, Three in One.
As it was in the beginning it will be forever. Amen.

MINISTRY MOMENT: Scott Schindler, City Groups

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Tender and Mighty**
1. Tender and mighty
How can it be?
Robed in the heavens 
Yet lowly with me
Strong as the thunder
Soft as the rain
Father of the wonders 
Child of our pain

Chorus:  
Tender and mighty
A lion and a lamb
Gentle in mercy, 
loving us fiercely 
Oh what a friend
Tender and mighty
Rise like the dawn
Banish the darkness, 
fend for the hopeless
Lord bring shalom

Prayer of adoration: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

**Words & Music: 
Written by Paul 
Ranheim & Kirk 
Sauers; ©2020 
Mellow Toad Music 
(BMI), Bold Canary 
Music (BMI)

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Music: Arrangement 
by Karl Digerness

2. Lord we lay weary 
From blood in our lands
Rock us as infants
Our rock of defense
Sing to us sweetly
Like mother and child
Strengthen our weak knees
Whisper your pow’r 

Bridge:
May your pow’r and love
Blazing as the sun
Fill the earth as in heaven
May your kingdom come
May your will be done
Here on earth as in heaven 
May your pow’r and love
Blazing as the sun
Fill the earth as in heaven



CALL TO CONFESSION: John 1:8-10
“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us.” In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God.

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister: There are many times we think we love you well, O God. But upon  
 hearing your call to love you with all our heart, and all our mind, and  
 all our strength, we confess that our love for you is a diluted love,
 made insipid and flat by lesser loyalties and a divided heart. 

All:  Our love seems pure only for brief moments; soon our affections  
 are drawn away. How easily our devotion dies. Forgive us!
  

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  Our Father and our God, in deep mercy spare us, despite our lost  
 first love for you;  

All:  in grace rekindle our love for you in seeing anew Jesus’ love for  
 us. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: 1 John 1:5-7
“God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship 
with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth.
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 

Minister:  Lord, have mercy.

All: Christ, have mercy. 
Minister: Lord, have mercy.

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*from The Worship 
Sourcebook



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: I’ll Not Be Shaken (Psalm 62)* 

1.  For God alone, I wait in silence;
 My soul is still before the Lord.
 He is my rock and my salvation,
 My fortress strong; I trust in Him.

 Chorus: 
  I’ll not be shaken! I’ll not be shaken,
  For all my hope is in His love.
  From God alone comes my salvation;
  I wait and trust His steadfast love!

2.  Put not your hope in gain of riches;
 Seek not your rest in empty wealth.
 The rich are weak; the poor are mighty,
 Who turn to God alone for help.

3.  Pour out your heart to God our refuge
 And trust in Him to hear you cry.
 No other hope will never fail you;
 No other love will not run dry.

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
walk them to their 
classroom downstairs 
during the song. 

Please make nursery 
and City Minis 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 

*Words & Music: 
Wendell Kimbrough



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
   ONE BODY, ONE MIND, ONE LORD OF ALL REV. DUFF JAMES

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be 

uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans you were led 
astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I want you to 
understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is 
accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there 
are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 
activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 
7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these 
are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each 
one individually as he wills.

Reader: This is the word of the LORD. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully  
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION HYMN: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us*
How deep the Father’s love for us, 
how vast beyond all measure
That he should give his only son, 
to make a wretch his treasure
How great the pain of searing loss, 
the Father turned his face away
As wounds which mar the chosen one, 
bring many sons to glory

Behold the man upon a cross, 
my sin upon his shoulders
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held him there 
until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life; 
I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything: 
no gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ; 
his death and resurrection
Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart: 
his wounds have paid my ransom.

*Words & Music: 
Stuart Townend | 
Copyright © 1995 
Thankyou Music 
(PRS)



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Oh How Good to Be Together*
1. Oh how good to be together
In this weary world we trod
What a gift what a treasure
Kindred in the house of God

Chorus: 
 Oh the joy oh the sweetness
 To be gathered in the name of the Lord
 Evermore he will keep us
 From the valley to the golden shore

2. On this day the Lord has fashioned
Come rejoice with all your might
Raise a banner of salvation
He has led us through the night

3. When it looked like evil conquered
When we felt the darkest hour
In despair we sought the Father
And he has proved his mighty power

4. Tell the theme of his provision
How he met our daily need
He has been our firm foundation
And he will ever always be

BENEDICTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

* Words & Music: 
Paul Ranheim & Kirk 
Sauer



NEED PRAYER? 
Please email your prayer requests to the elders at session@citychurchavl.org. Unless otherwise specified by 
you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

SEPTEMBER 2022 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $31,999 YTD Giving: $340,060
Expenses: $47,948*   Reserves:  $231,000
Net Income: ($15,949) Annual Budget: $322,359

*Start-up, expansion, unusual, and quarterly expenditures fell in this month —  giving to the Denominational Ministry Fund, office set-up 
costs, annual curriculum for the children’s programs, the on boarding of our part-time Church Administrator, etc.

 
WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 

We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also visit our website and follow the menu option “Connect/Contact Us.” We’ll receive your basic 
  contact information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programming & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director
 Jenn Odom (admin@citychurchavl.org) :: Church Administrator

Volunteers
 Nate O’Steen (treasurer@citychurchavl.org) :: Treasurer

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals
 Liz Duncan :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith, Mark Iverson, Will Troutman, & Steve Sandman :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


