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“Jesus Christ is not dead but alive and still speaking 
to us today. He is present with us in bodily form 
and with his word. If we want to hear his call to 
discipleship, we need to hear it where Christ 
himself is present. It is within the church that Jesus 
Christ calls us through his word and sacrament. 
The preaching and sacrament of the church is 
where Jesus Christ is present. To hear Jesus’ call to 
discipleship, one needs no personal revelation. Listen 
to the preaching and receive the sacrament! Listen 
to the gospel of the crucified Lord! Here he is, the 
whole Christ, the very same who encountered the 
disciples.”  

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“God bestows his blessings without discrimination. 
The followers of Jesus are children of God, and they 
should manifest the family likeness by doing good to 
all, even to those who deserve the opposite.” 

— F.F. Bruce

“Eternity is now in process. Silently it moves along. 
But it will not run over you. You have to really want 
it—deep down—or you will miss it. That is why Jesus 
said to seek it more than anything else. Today, given 
the prevailing intellectual atmosphere, you are likely 
to pick up from your surroundings, with no special 
thought on your part, the conviction that there is no 
knowledge to be had of good and evil, no knowledge 
of God, and no divine presence in our world that 
enables us to transcend its merciless regularities. If 
that conviction settles in on you, you will live in terms 
of it and never enter the kingdom of God.” 

— Dallas Willard

“We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, 
‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he 
who does not love his brother whom he has seen 
cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this 
commandment we have from him: whoever loves 
God must also love his brother.” 

— 1 John 4:19-21

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 18 months old
City Minis –  18 months through 2 yrs old
City Kids Jr. –  3 – 4 yrs old
City Kids –  Kindergarten – 2nd grade (5 – 8 yrs old)

During the hymn before the sermon, please walk your child to their classroom 
downstairs. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery and City Minis 
immediately after the service, but the City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will 
be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 

FOR REFLECTION
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PREPARATION             
Personal prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver me from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when drawn near to you in these moments. Grant that with steadfast 
thoughts and kindled affections I may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

HYMN OF ADORATION: O God of Our Salvation*

1. O God of our salvation
Who reigns upon the throne
The sovereign Father, great is he
From whom all blessings flow 

2. Behold the Son our Savior
Who for our sin was slain
The Christ who purchased with his blood
The wretched souls of men  

3. O God, the Holy Spirit
Revealing deity
The fount of life and love divine
Throughout eternity 

WELCOME & SILENT PREPARATION

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 3:8CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 33  

Leader:  We wait for the LORD; he is our help and shield. 
All:  For our hearts rejoice in him because we trust in his holy name.  
   May your faithful love rest on us, LORD, for we put our hope in you.

HYMN OF ADORATION: All Hail the King of Heaven**
All hail the King of Heaven, Christ the Lord of all,
Whom thundering angels circle ‘round ablaze with awe;
Let now the Hallelujah, of earth in glad refrain,
Ascend the throne, To him belongs immortal praise.

All hail the Great Redeemer, who so humbly came
The lamb of our salvation, O for sinners slain
Let now the loud Hosanna resound from shore to shore
You nations say, “His kingdom reigns, forevermore!”

Let praise of nations rise now as a symphony
To sound the endless wonders of his majesty
Let every heart adore him, the great and small the same
Through generations ever let his anthem ring!

Chorus:  All hail the king of heaven, creation join together
  Let endless praises crown his name, all hail the king of heaven.

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words & Music: 
Michael Bleecker | 
© 2009 (ASCAP); 
Dayspring Music, 
LLC 

*Words & Music: 
Matt Boswell and 
Matt Papa © 2021 
Getty Music Pub-
lishing

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

 Chorus:  
O God of our salvation, 
from whom redemption comes
O Father, Son and Spirit, 
the blessed three in one.

 Bridge:  
Ascribe unending praises 
to the God who reigns on high
How matchless is his power, 
his glory how divine
Ascribe, oh church the greatness 
and the glory due his name
One God, One Being, One Essence, 
Oh Triune God proclaimed. Amen.



PRAYER FOR GOD’S PRESENCE AND POWER   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 1 John 4:13-16
Leader:  Christian, what do you believe concerning the love of God? 

All:  By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has  
 given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father  
 has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses  
 that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So  
 we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.  
 God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God  
 abides in him.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Almighty God*
1.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 Search and know our thoughts and anxious fears
 Wash us in the fountain of your mercy
 Come with your light, we cannot hide from you.

2.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 With gratitude we raise our song to You
 Come and fill the praises of your people
 In grace and truth, you make us new again.   Alleluia 

3.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 We long for more than what this world provides
 No shallow spring will ever satisfy us
 But your river deep, floods over everything.

4.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 You take away our sickness and our sin
 Oh Lamb of God we gather at your table
 In bread and wine, you have supplied our needs. Alleluia

Prayer of adoration: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

*Words & Music: All 
Sons & Daughters

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 32:1-2
“Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed 
is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
deceit.”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister: Merciful God, forgive us for the things we have done that we regret,  
 for the things we have failed to do that we regret, for all the times  
 we have acted without love, for all the times we have reacted  
 without thought, for all the times we have withdrawn care, for all  
 the times we have failed to forgive, for hurtful words said and  
 helpful words unsaid, for unfinished tasks and unfulfilled hopes  
 Forgive us for all these things and many more, Lord. 

All:  God of all time, forgive us and help us to lay down our burden of  
 regret.  

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  Forgive us our sins, O Lord. 

All:  Forgive us the sins of our youth and the sins of our age, the sins  
 of our soul and the sins of our body, our secret and our   
 whispering sins, our presumptuous and our careless sins, the sins  
 we have done to please ourselves, and the sins we have done to  
 please others.

Minister:  Forgive us the sins that we know, and the sins that we know not;

All:  forgive them, O Lord, forgive them all because of your great  
 goodness. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: Psalm 32:5
“I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, ‘I will 
confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.” 

Minister:  Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
All: The maker of heaven and earth. 

Minister:  O LORD, open our lips,
All: And our mouths will declare your praise!

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*from The Worship 
Sourcebook



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Tender and Mighty*
1. Tender and mighty
How can it be?
Robed in the heavens 
Yet lowly with me
Strong as the thunder
Soft as the rain
Father of the wonders 
Child of our pain

Chorus:  
Tender and mighty
A lion and a lamb
Gentle in mercy, 
loving us fiercely 
Oh what a friend
Tender and mighty
Rise like the dawn
Banish the darkness, 
fend for the hopeless
Lord bring shalom

2. Lord we lay weary 
From blood in our lands
Rock us as infants
Our rock of defense
Sing to us sweetly
Like mother and child
Strengthen our weak knees
Whisper your pow’r 

Bridge:
May your pow’r and love
Blazing as the sun
Fill the earth as in heaven
May your kingdom come
May your will be done
Here on earth as in heaven 
May your pow’r and love
Blazing as the sun
Fill the earth as in heaven

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
walk them to their 
classroom downstairs 
during the song. 

Please make nursery 
and City Minis 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 

*Words & Music: 
Written by Paul 
Ranheim & Kirk 
Sauers; ©2020 
Mellow Toad Music 
(BMI), Bold Canary 
Music (BMI)



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
   THE BRIDEZILLA OF CHRIST                            REV. DUFF JAMES 

1 Corinthians 13
1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am 

a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as 
to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all 
I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain 
nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 
or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with 
the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we 
know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, 
the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave 
up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to 
face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully 
known.

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of 
these is love.

Reader: This is the word of the LORD. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully  
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION HYMN: In the Hours*
1. In the hours of pain and sorrow,
When the world brings no relief
When the eye is dim and heavy,
And the heart oppressed with grief
While blessings flee, Savior Lord we trust in Thee!
While blessings flee, Savior Lord we trust in Thee!

2. When the snares of death surround us,
Pride, ambition, love of ease
Mammon with her false allurements,
Words that flatter, smiles that please
Then ere we yield, Savior Lord be Thou our shield
Then ere we yield, Savior Lord be Thou our shield

3. When forsaken in distress,
Poor despised and tempest-tossed
With no anchor here to stay us,
Drifting, sail and rudder lost
Then save us Thou, who trod this earth with weary brow
Then save us Thou, who trod this earth with weary brow

4. Thou the hated and forsaken
Thou the bearer of the cross
Crowned of thorns and mocked and smitten,
Counting earthly gain but loss
When scorned are we, We joy to be the more like Thee
When scorned are we, We joy to be the more like Thee

5. Thou the Father¼s best beloved,
Thou the throned and sceptered King
Who but Thee should we adoring,
All our prayers and praises bring?
So blessed are we, Savior Lord in loving Thee
So blessed are we, Savior Lord in loving Thee

*Words & Music: 
Written by Emily 
Deloach; Indelible 
Grace Music



HYMN OF RESPONSE: The King of Love*
1.  The King of Love my Shepherd is
 Whose goodness faileth never
 I nothing lack if I am His 
 And He is mine forever

2.  Where streams of living water flow
 My ransomed soul He leadeth
 And where the verdant pastures grow
 With food celestial feedeth 

3.  Lost and foolish off I strayed
 But yet in love He sought me
 And on His shoulder gently laid
 And home rejoicing brought me

4.  In death’s dark veil I fear no ill
 With Thee, dear Lord, beside me   
 Thy rod and staff my comfort still
 Thy cross before to guide me 

5. And so through all the length of days
 Thy goodness faileth never
 Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise

  Within Your house forever

BENEDICTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words: HW Baker 
| Music: Stuart 
Garrard, Jonathan 
Lindley Smith, Adam 
Palmer, Matthew 
Hein, Stephanie Kulla

Chorus: 

 Never failing, Ruler of my heart
 Everlasting, Lover of my soul
 On the mountain high or in the valley low
 The King of Love my Shepherd is

 Bridge:  
  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah
  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah



NEED PRAYER? 
Please email your prayer requests to the elders at session@citychurchavl.org. Unless otherwise specified by 
you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

SEPTEMBER 2022 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $77,224 YTD Giving: $417,284
Expenses: $37,341   Reserves:  $261,000
Net Income: $39,883 Annual Budget: $322,359 

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also visit our website and follow the menu option “Connect/Contact Us.” We’ll receive your basic 
  contact information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programming & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director
 Jenn Odom (admin@citychurchavl.org) :: Church Administrator

Volunteers
 Nate O’Steen (treasurer@citychurchavl.org) :: Treasurer

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals
 Liz Duncan :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith, Mark Iverson, Will Troutman, & Steve Sandman :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


