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All throughout these months 
as the shadows
have lengthened,
this blessing has been 
gathering itself,
making ready, 
preparing for 
this night.

It has practiced 
walking in the dark, 
traveling with
its eyes closed, 
feeling its way
by memory
by touch
by the pull of the moon 
even as it wanes.

So believe me 
when I tell you 
this blessing will 
reach you
even if you
have not light enough
to read it;
it will find you
even though you cannot 
see it coming.

You will know
the moment of its 
arriving
by your release
of the breath
you have held
so long;

a loosening
of the clenching
in your hands,
of the clutch
around your heart;
a thinning
of the darkness
that had drawn itself 
around you.

This blessing
does not mean
to take the night away 
but it knows
its hidden roads,
knows the resting spots 
along the path,
knows what it means
to travel
in the company
of a friend.

So when
this blessing comes, 
take its hand.
Get up.
Set out on the road 
you cannot see.

This is the night 
when you can trust 
that any direction 
you go,
you will be walking 
toward the dawn.

 — Jan Richardson
Blessings for the Longest Night
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EXPLANATION OF THE SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS 
The Festival of Lessons and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918, at King’s 
College, Cambridge. The service traditionally includes nine lessons and carols that tell 
the grand story of Jesus coming to us. Our service is a variation of the historic pattern.

WELCOME & INSTRUCTIONS

P L E A S E  R E M A I N  S E A T E D

CALL TO WORSHIP* & OPENING PRAYER**
Leader: This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
All: Surely the Lord is in this place.

Leader:  Father in heaven, let it be our joy today to prepare ourselves to hear the  
 message of the angels: in heart and mind to go even to Bethlehem and see  
 this thing which has come to be, and with the shepherds and the wise men  
 adore the child lying in his mother’s arms. 

 Let us read and mark in God’s word the story of the loving purposes of  
 God from the first days of human sin to the glorious redemption brought  
 to us by this Holy Child; and in company with the whole Church let us make  
 our church glad with our songs of praise. We pray:  
All: For the needs of the whole world; 
 for peace and goodwill over all the earth. 

Leader: And let us remember the poor and helpless: 
All: the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; 
 the sick in body and in mind and those who mourn;
 the lonely and the unloved; the elderly and the little children; 
 and all who know not the loving kindness of the Lord. 

Leader: Let us pray together as Christ taught us, saying: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. 
 Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

*Psalm 118:24; 
Genesis 28:16

**from The Worship 
Sourcebook



P L E A S E  S T A N D

HYMN OF REFLECTION: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel*
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.

2. O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell thy people save,
And give them victory o’er the grave.

   Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
    Shall come to thee, O Israel.
P L E A S E  B E  S E A T E D

THE FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:1-15                            Helen Harriosn
 God gives the first promise of the gospel, that Eve’s seed will crush the serpent’s head

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree 
in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some 
to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths.

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 
among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, 
“Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then 
the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent,

 “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock
     and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go,
     and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
     and between your offspring and her offspring;
  he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

*Music: Veni 
Emmanuel |  Words: 
Latin hymn, 
translated by John 
Mason Neale, 1851 

3. O come, thou Key of David, come
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

4. O come, desire of nations bind
All your people in one heart and one mind.
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease; 
And fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.



R E M A I N  S E A T E D

THE FIRST CAROL: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence*
1.  Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
 and with fear and trembling stand;
 ponder nothing earthly minded,
 for with blessing in His hand
 Christ our God to earth descendeth,
 our full homage to demand.

2.  King of kings, yet born of Mary,
 as of old on earth He stood,
 Lord of lords, in human vesture -
 in the body and the blood.
 He will give to all the faithful
 His own self for heavenly food.

R E M A I N  S E A T E D

THE SECOND LESSON: Genesis 22:1-3, 7-18            Scott Schindler
 God gives the needed sacrifice

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 
which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and 
took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the 
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.… And Isaac 
said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, 
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham 
said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went 
both of them together.

When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar 
there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on 
top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter 
his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your 
son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 
behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took 
the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the 
name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of 
the LORD it shall be provided.”

And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, 
“By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have 
not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply 
your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And 
your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”  

*Words: Liturgy of 
Saint James, 4th 
Century; translated 
by Gerard Moultrie 
| Music: Picardy, a 
French medieval folk 
melody

3.  Rank on rank the host of heaven
 spreads its vanguard on the way,
 as the Light of light descendeth
 from the realms of endless day,
 that the pow’rs of hell may vanish
 as the darkness clears away.

4.  At His feet the six-winged seraph,
 cherubim, with sleepless eye,
 veil their faces to the Presence,
 as with ceaseless voice they cry,
 “Alleluia, alleluia!
 Alleluia, Lord most high!”



*Words: John Francis 
Wade, c. 1743, trans.: 
Frederick Oakeley, 
1841 | Music: John 
Francis Wade

P L E A S E  S T A N D

THE SECOND CAROL: O Come All Ye Faithful*
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

 Refrain:  O come, let us adore him, 
   O come, let us adore him, 

God of God, Light of Light, 
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
Very God, begotten, not created;  

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye bright hosts of heav’n above: 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;

P L E A S E  B E  S E A T E D

THE THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 7:14; 9:2, 6-7         Eve Harrison
 God gives the sign of his presence     

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

The people who walked in darkness
  have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
     on them has light shone.

For to us a child is born,
     to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
     and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
     Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and of peace
     there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
     to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
     from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.



P L E A S E  S T A N D

THE THIRD CAROL: His Name Shall Be*  
The people who in darkness walked 
have seen a glorious light; 
the heavenly dawn broke forth on those 
who dwelt in death and night. 

To greet you, Sun of Righteousness, 
the gathering nations come, 
rejoicing as when reapers bring 
their harvest treasures home. 

Chorus:  To us the promised child is born, 
  to us a son is given; 
  and on his shoulders ever rests 
  all power in earth and heaven.

His peace and righteous government 
shall over all extend; 
on judgment and on justice based, 
his reign shall never end. 

Bridge:  His name shall be the Prince of Peace 
  forevermore adored, 
  the Wonderful, the Counselor, 
  the Great and Mighty Lord

P L E A S E  B E  S E A T E D

SPECIAL MUSIC: Every Valley**           Children’s Choir & Music Team

R E M A I N  S E A T E D

THE FOURTH LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-9                  Abby Reeder
 God gives his peace to the world      
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
    and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
    the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
    the Spirit of counsel and might,
    the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
    or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
    and faithfulness the belt of his loins.…

*Music: Words: 
John Morison, 1781, 
adapted/additional: 
Bruce Benedict 
| Music: Bruce 
Benedict © 2019 
Cardiphonia

**Words & Music: 
Written by Flo Paris 
Oakes (©2015 Flo 
Paris Music)



The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
    and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
    and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze;
    their young shall lie down together;
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
    and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
They shall not hurt or destroy
    in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
    as the waters cover the sea.

R E M A I N  S E A T E D

THE FOURTH CAROL: O Holy Night*                 Music Team Only

R E M A I N  S E A T E D

THE FIFTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-38                Thomas Gibson
 God gives life in the womb of Mary     

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.”

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy — 
the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived 
a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 
me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.



P L E A S E  S T A N D

THE FIFTH CAROL: The Canticle of Turning *
1.  My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn, 
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 

2.  Though I am small, my God, my all,
 you work great things in me,
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be.
 Your very name puts the proud to shame,
 and to those who would for you yearn,
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn.

3.  From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 
 not a stone will be left on stone.
 let the king beware for your justice tears
 ev’ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more,
 for the food they can never earn;
 there are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, 
 for the world is about to turn. 

4.  Though the nations rage from age to age, 
 we remember who holds us fast:
 God’s mercy must deliver us
 from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard
 is the promise which holds us bound,
 ’til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
 who is turning the world around.

*Words: Luke 
1:46-55. Music: Rory 
Cooney | Music: 
Arrannged by Richard 
Kentopp, 2010. 



P L E A S E  B E  S E A T E D

THE SIXTH LESSON: Micah 5:2; Luke 2:1-7       Eric Quiram
 God gives fulfillment to the line of king David

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is 
from of old, from ancient days.

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give 
birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
R E M A I N  S E A T E D

THE SIXTH CAROL: Silent Night*
1.  Silent night, holy night
 All is calm, All is bright 
 Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child 
 Holy Infant so Tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night 
 Shepherds quake at the sight, 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, 
 Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia 
 Christ the Savior is born! 
 Christ the savior is born. 

3.  Silent night, holy night 
 Son of God, love’s pure light 
 Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus Lord at thy birth, 
 Jesus Lord at thy birth.

4. Silent night, holy night
 Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
 with the angels let us sing
 alleluia to our King; 
 Christ the Savior is born! 
 Christ the savior is born.

R E M A I N  S E A T E D

THE CHILDREN’S STORY: The Song of the Stars, Sallye Lloyd-Jones
  Read by Kristi James, Ministry Assistant for Children’s Programming

*Words: Joseph 
Mohr, 1818 | Music: 
Franz Grüber, 1818. 
 



P L E A S E  S T A N D

SONG OF RESPONSE: Come See A Child of Low Estate*
Come, see a child of low estate, 
in manger bed reclining; 
Yet on His humble dwelling place 
bright stars in heav’n are shining 

This little babe is Christ the Lord, 
whom saints have long expected, 
for man He comes to live and die, 
despised, betrayed, rejected 

For man He comes to rend the veil 
which hides death’s gloomy portal, 
and make a home where man with Him 
in peace may dwell, immortal 

He comes to triumph o’er the grave, 
and rise on Easter morning, 
and reign in heav’n at God’s right hand, 
until the last Day’s dawning 

So may we all the pattern take 
from Jesus meek and lowly,
may we his faithful servants be
kept by his spirit holy 

P L E A S E  B E  S E A T E D

THE SEVENTH LESSON: Luke 2:8-16              Asher Johnson
 God gives news of great joy for all the people

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 
in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying,

 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is  
 pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in a manger.

*Words: W.D. 
Springett, 1899 
| Music: Karl 
Digerness, 2014 



P L E A S E  S T A N D

THE SEVENTH CAROL: Angels We Have Heard on High*
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyful strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song?

Come to Bethlehem, and see
Him whose birth the angels sing
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

P L E A S E  B E  S E A T E D

THE EIGHTH LESSON: Matthew 2:1-12                     Mary Dorris
 God gives the sign that Christ the King has been born

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and 
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by 
the prophet:

 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
      are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
 for from you shall come a ruler
      who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 
time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may 
come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, 
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over 
the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with 
great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they 
fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way.

Refrain: Gloria in ex-cel-sis De-o
  Gloria in ex-cel-sis De-o

*Words: Traditional 
French carol and 
melody | Music: 
arranged by Edward 
Barns, 1937



P L E A S E  S T A N D

THE EIGHTH CAROL: Sing We the Song of Emmanuel*
1. Sing we the song of Emmanuel
This the Christ who was long foretold
Lo in the shadows of Bethlehem
Promise of dawn now our eyes behold.
God Most High in a manger laid
Lift your voices and now proclaim
Great and glorious, Love has come to us
Join now with the hosts of heaven

2. Come we to welcome Emmanuel
King who came with no crown or throne
Helpless He lay, the Invincible
Maker of Mary, now Mary’s son
O what wisdom to save us all
Shepherds, sages, before Him fall
Grace and majesty, what humility
Come on bended knee, adore Him

3. Go spread the news of Emmanuel
Joy and peace for the weary heart
Lift up your heads, for your King has come
Sing for the Light overwhelms the dark
Glory shining for all to see
Hope alive, let the gospel ring
God has made a way, He will have the praise
Tell the world His name is Jesus … 

Gloria, Gloria!

R E M A I N  S T A N D I N G

THE NINTH LESSON: John1:1-14; 3:16-17     John Hopple
 God gives us the Son

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All t In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came 
to his own, and his own people did not receive him.…

*Words & Music: by 
Matt Boswell, Matt 
Papa, and Stuart 
Townend. © 2015 
Messenger Hymns



But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.

R E M A I N  S T A N D I N G

THE NINTH CAROL: Joy to the World*
Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love. 

*Words: Isaac Watts, 
1719 | Music: George 
Handel, 1742; 
arranged by Lowell 
Mason, 1836



R E M A I N  S T A N D I N G

DISMISSAL & SENDING
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of 
the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and 
the peace of Christ. And may Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless 
you now and forever. 

Now let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

R E M A I N  S T A N D I N G

THE CLOSING HYMN: Go Tell It on the Mountain*

 Refrain:  Go, tell it on the mountain, 
   over the hills and everywhere; 
   Go, tell it on the mountain, 
   that Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching, 
o’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens, 
there shone a holy light.

The shepherds feared and trembled, 
when, lo! above the earth, 
Rang out the angel chorus, 
that hailed our Savior’s birth. 

Down in a lowly manger, 
our humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation, 
that blessed Christmas morn.



Scripture quotations are from English Standard Version (ESV). The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 
by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.

Back cover artwork by Scott Erickson.
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A special thanks to the musicians:
  Will Long :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals/ Percussion 
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Violin
 Ben Walters :: Mandolin, Banjo, Keyboard
 Sheryl Olguín :: Acoustic guitar, Electric Guitar, Woodrow
 León Olguín :: Piano
    Will Troutman :: Sound Technician

A special thanks to the readers:
 Helen Harrison
 Scott Schindler
 Eve Harrison
 Thomas Gibson
 Eric Quiram 
 AsherJohnson
 Mary Dorris
 John Hopple

A special thanks to the staff and volunteers:
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director
     Jenn Odom (admin@citychurchavl.org) :: Church Administrator 
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