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“If all of life is a gift from God, it means that all 
of life is meant to be offered back to God in 
gratitude and worship.”

— David Gibson

“If God can’t sin, then he can’t sin against you. 
If he can’t sin against you, shouldn’t that make 
him the most trustworthy being there is? At the 
root of all sin is unbelief in the word and worth 
of God. So then, it’s not enough to embrace 
behavior modification if we are unwilling or 
unable to deal with the underlying reasons we 
sin in the ways we do.”

— Jackie Hill Perry

“I am so afraid of being disliked, blamed, put 
aside, passed over, ignored, persecuted, and 
killed, that I am constantly developing strategies 
to defend myself and thereby assure myself of 
the love I think I need and deserve.”

— Richard B. Hays

“As Christians, we believe it is important that we 
worship corporately, for God has made us his 
family, and corporate worship is a family meeting 
with God.”

— Matt Merker

“Our churches often reflect and emulate their 
cultures rather than challenge them. We have 
opted for being a mirror rather than a light.”

— Jared C. Wilson

“The more we get what we now call ‘ourselves’ 
out of the way and let [Jesus] take us over, the 
more truly ourselves we become … I am not, in 
my natural state, nearly so much of a person as 
I like to believe: most of what I call ‘me’ can be 
very easily explained. It is when I turn to Christ, 
when I give myself up to his personality, that I 
first begin to have a real personality of my own. ”

— C.S. Lewis

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 18 months old
City Minis –  18 months through 2 yrs old
City Kids Jr. –  3 – 4 yrs old
City Kids –  Kindergarten – 2nd grade (5 – 8 yrs old)

During the hymn before the sermon, please walk your child to their classroom 
downstairs. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery and City Minis 
immediately after the service, but the City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will 
be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 
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PREPARATION             
Personal prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver me from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when drawn near to you in these moments. Grant that with steadfast 
thoughts and kindled affections I may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

HYMN OF ADORATION: Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken*

1. Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;
He, Whose word cannot be broken,
Formed thee for His own abode
On the Rock of Ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
Thou mayst smile at all thy foes. 

2. See the streams of living waters, 
Springing from eternal love. 
Well supplies Thy sons and daughters, 
And all fears of want removes.
Who can faint while such a river 
Ever flows their thirst to quench? 
Grace which like the Lord, the giver, 
Never fails from age to age.

;
WELCOME & SILENT PREPARATION

Leader: 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 3:8CALL TO WORSHIP: Isaiah 12:2 

        Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid,
All:  for the LORD God is my strength and my song, 
   and he has become my salvation. 
 HYMN OF ADORATION: How Good To Be Together **

1. Oh how good to be together
In this weary world we trod
What a gift what a treasure
Kindred in the house of God

2.On this day the Lord has fashioned
Come rejoice with all your might
Raise a banner of salvation
He has led us through the night

Chorus: 
 Oh the joy oh the sweetness
 To be gathered in the name of the Lord
 Evermore he will keep us
 From the valley to the golden shore

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words: John 
Newton I Music:  
Franz Josef Haydn

**Words & Music: 
Traditional English 
Carol & Melody. arr. 
by Pierce & Reagan 

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3. Blessed inhabitants of Zion, 
Washed in the Redeemer’s blood; 
Jesus, Whom their souls rely on, 
Makes them kings and priests to God 
’Tis His love His people raises,
Over self to reign as kings 
And as priests His solemn praises 
Each for a thank offering bring.

4. Savior, if of Zion’s city, 
I, through grace, a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, 
I will glory in Thy Name 
Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
All his boasted pomp and show 
Solid joys and lasting treasures 
None but Zion’s children know.

3. When it looked like evil conquered
When we felt the darkest hour
In despair we sought the Father
And he has proved his mighty power

4. Tell the theme of his provision
How he met our daily need
He has been our firm foundation
And he will ever always be



PRAYER FOR GOD’S PRESENCE AND POWER   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Psalm 139:11
Leader:    If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
  and the light about me be night,” 

All:   even the darkness is not dark to you; 
  the night is bright as the day, 
  for darkness is as light with you.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: I’ll Not Be Shaken (Psalm 62)*
1.  For God alone, I wait in silence;
 My soul is still before the Lord.
 He is my rock and my salvation,
 My fortress strong; I trust in Him.

 Chorus: 
  I’ll not be shaken! I’ll not be shaken,
  For all my hope is in His love.
  From God alone comes my salvation;
  I wait and trust His steadfast love!

2.  Put not your hope in gain of riches;
 Seek not your rest in empty wealth.
 The rich are weak; the poor are mighty,
 Who turn to God alone for help.

3.  Pour out your heart to God our refuge
 And trust in Him to hear you cry.
 No other hope will never fail you;
 No other love will not run dry.

Prayer of adoration: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

*Words & Music: 
Wendell Kimbrough

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.



CALL TO CONFESSION: based on Psalm 66:16, 18-20
“Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for me.
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. But 
truly God has listened; he has given heed to the words of my prayer. Blessed 
be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love 
from me.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Leader: In the strength of this assurance, let us confess our sins to God.
All:  Almighty God, we confess how hard it is for us to be your people.
 You have called us to be the church, to continue the mission of  
 Jesus Christ to our lonely and confused world. 
 Yet we acknowledge we are more apathetic than active,
 isolated than involved, callous than compassionate,
 obstinate than obedient, legalistic than loving.

Leader:  Gracious Lord, have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
All:  Remove the obstacles preventing us from being your   
 representatives to a broken world.
 Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your indwelling Spirit.

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: Psalm 32:1-2
“Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit 
there is no deceit.”

Leader:  Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
All: The maker of heaven and earth. 

Leader:  O LORD, open our lips,
All: And our mouths will declare your praise!

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*from The Worship 
Sourcebook



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Grace Will Prevail*
1. Grace will prevail
Though the darkness is strong
And the burden weighs heavy and long
Grace will prevail
For our God is the light
Rending the cover of night
Grace will prevail

2. Grace will prevail
In the valleys of shame
Where the echoes of failure remain
Grace will prevail
With a cry to the Lord
There’s a mountain of mercy in store
Grace will prevail 

Chorus:  Wait for the Lord our God
  Wait for the Lord our God
  Wait for the Lord
  Our rest and reward and our peace

3. Grace will prevail
Through the wreckage and storm
And the brokenness washed on the shore
Grace will prevail
Though an ocean we cry
He is with us and weeps by our side
Till the day they forever run dry

Bridge:  Take heart he has overcome the world
  He has overcome

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
walk them to their 
classroom downstairs 
during the song. 

Please make nursery 
and City Minis 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 

*Words & Music: 
Paul Ranheim & 
Kirk Sauers ©2020 
Mellow Toad Music 
(BMI) & Bold Canary 
Music (BMI)



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
   TRUE HOPE                                                                            AUSTIN BOLLINGER

Romans 4:13-25 
 13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would 
be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.

 16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to 
the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things 
that do not exist. 18 In hope he believed against hope, that he should 
become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your 
offspring be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred 
years old), or when he considered the barrenness[a] of Sarah’s womb. 
20 No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that 
God was able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why his faith was 
“counted to him as righteousness.” 23 But the words “it was counted to 
him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be 
counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our 
Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 
justification.    

Reader: This is the word of the LORD. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



SERMON NOTES:



HYMN OF GRATITUDE: He Is on Our Side*
Our help has come in the Name of the Lord, 
the One who formed all the earth and the sky.
Behold! He comes to destroy the chains of death
and raise us up to life. 

 O bless his name, for he has given us
 everything we need to fly. 
 Our broken wings, they have not hindered us. 
 We have the Lord; 
 He’s on our side!

CORPORATE BLESSING 

All: The LORD bless us and keep us; 
  The LORD make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us; 
  The Lord lift up his countenance upon us and give us peace.

*Words & Music: 
Wendell Kimbrough & 
Jason Pears 



HYMN OF RESPONSE: He Will Hold Me Fast*
When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold through life’s fearful path;
For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast.

Chorus: 
 He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast,
 for my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast. 
He’ll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last.
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast.
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast
‘Till our faith is turned to sight, when He comes at last!

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

*Words: William 
Williams I Music: 
Jeremy Casella



NEED PRAYER? 
Please email your prayer requests to the elders at session@citychurchavl.org. Unless otherwise specified by 
you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

NOVEMBER 2022 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $31,642 YTD Giving: $448,927
Expenses: $34,486   Reserves:  $260,218
Net Income: $(2,843) Annual Budget: $322,359 

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also visit our website and follow the menu option “Connect/Contact Us.” We’ll receive your basic 
  contact information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programming & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director
 Jenn Odom (admin@citychurchavl.org) :: Church Administrator

Volunteers
 Nate O’Steen (treasurer@citychurchavl.org) :: Treasurer

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals
 Liz Duncan :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith, Mark Iverson, Will Troutman, & Steve Sandman :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


