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“… grounded in a particular understanding of what it 
means to be human: we are each our own, we belong 
to ourselves.… The modern political idea, that we are 
owners of ourselves … has widened to encompass 
all aspects of existence. The sovereign man who is 
only like himself, who Nietzsche had imagines, has 
now become the norm. From this idea flows the 
belief in the virtue of freedom as limitlessness. To 
be your own and belong to yourself means that the 
most fundamental truth about existence is that you 
are responsible for your existence and everything it 
entails.… But the freedom of sovereign individualism 
comes at a great price. Once I am liberated from all 
social, moral, natural, and religious values, I become 
responsible for the meaning of my life. With no 
God to judge or justify me, I have to be my own 
judge and redeemer. This burden manifests as a 
desperate need to justify our lives through identity 
crafting and expression. But because everyone else 
is also working frantically to craft and express their 
own identity, society becomes a space of vicious 
competition between individuals vying for attention, 
meaning, and significance, not unlike the contrived 
drama of reality TV.”

— Alan Noble

“We keep Sabbath not because it makes us more 
productive at work. We keep it to resist the idol of 
productivity. We are more than what we produce.”

— Rich Villodas

“We trust not because ‘a god’ exists, but because 
‘this’ God exists.”

— C.S. Lewis

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 18 months old
City Minis –  18 months through 2 yrs old
City Kids Jr. –  3 – 4 yrs old
City Kids –  Kindergarten – 2nd grade (5 – 8 yrs old)

During the hymn before the sermon, please walk your child to their classroom 
downstairs. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery and City Minis 
immediately after the service, but the City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will 
be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 

FOR REFLECTION

NOTE TO PARENTS:
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PREPARATION             
Personal prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver me from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when drawn near to you in these moments. Grant that with steadfast 
thoughts and kindled affections I may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

HYMN OF ADORATION: Praise My Soul the King of Heaven*

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
To his feet thy tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who, like me, his praise should sing? 
Come and worship, come and worship,
Praise the everlasting King.  

2. Praise him for his grace and favor,
To our fathers in distress; 
Praise him, still the same forever, 
Slow to chide and swift to bless. 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Glorious in his faithfulness.

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 95:6-7
Minister:  Come, let us worship and bow down; 
 let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

All:  For he is our God, 
 and we are the people of his pasture, 
 the sheep under his care. 

HYMN OF ADORATION: Come Let Us Worship**
Chorus:  Come, let us worship and bow down
  And kneel before the Lord, our Maker
  
1. He is our God, He is our God
We are the people of His pasture
He is our God, He is our God
We are the sheep of His hand

2. Worship the Lord in holiness
Let the whole earth stand in awe
He will come to judge the earth
In righteousness and truth

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

* Words: Henry F. 
Lyte, 1834 I Music:  
Nathan Partain, 2000

**Words & Music: 
Juan Fernando 
Ortega. I Cerdo 
Verde Music, 2006. 

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3. God our Father tends and spares us, 
Well our feeble frame he knows; 
In his hands he gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes. 
Come and worship, come and worship,     
Widely as his mercy goes.

4. Angels, help us to adore him, 
Ye behold him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
Dwellers all in time and space. 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Praise with us the God of grace!



PRAYER FOR GOD’S PRESENCE AND POWER   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from Our World Belongs to God
Leader:  The church is a gathering of forgiven sinners called to be holy. Saved 
     by the patient grace of God, we deal patiently with others and   
     together confess our need for grace and forgiveness. Restored in  
     Christ’s presence, shaped by his life, this new community lives out the  
     ongoing story of God’s reconciling love, announces the new creation,  
     and works for a world of justice and peace. We grieve that the church,  
     which shares one Spirit, one faith, one hope, and spans all time, place,  
     race, and language, has become a broken communion in a broken world.
All:    When we struggle for the truth of the gospel and for the   
     righteousness God demands, we pray for wisdom and courage.  
     When our pride or blindness hinders the unity of God’s household,  
     we seek forgiveness. 

Leader:  We marvel that the Lord gathers the broken pieces to do his work  
     and that he blesses us still with joy, new members, and surprising  
     evidences of unity. 
All:    We commit ourselves to seeking and expressing the oneness of all  
     who follow Jesus, and we pray for brothers and sisters who suffer  
     for the faith.

HYMN OF RESPONSE:  The Lord Our God Is Good*
Chorus:  
 The Lord our God is good. 
 The Lord our God is good. 
 Full of kindness and compassion, merciful and just.
 The Lord our God is good. 

Who else knows our deepest pain, 
wears it as his own? 
Finds us in our naked shame, 
clothes and brings us home.

Who takes his inheritance, 
gives it all away? 
Welcomes guests to feast with him, 
never can repay. 
      

Prayer of adoration: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

*Words & Music: Paul 
Zauch

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 130:1-2
“Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD! O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears 
be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy!”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose  
 face is hidden from us by our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the  
 blindness of our hearts:

All:  Cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us from proud  
 thoughts and vain desires, that with reverent and humble hearts  
 we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding in your  
 grace, and finding in you our refuge and strength

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  Our gracious God, you are letting your servants go in peace as you  
 promised for our eyes have seen your saving grace in Jesus Christ.    

All:  In deep gratitude for our salvation, this moment, these people,  
 your church, we give ourselves to you. Take us out to live as  
 changed people because we have shared this redemption and  
 cannot remain the same. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: Mark 10:45
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.”

Minister:  Hear and receive the good news of the gospel: 
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God!

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*from The Book of 
Common Worship



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Speak O Lord* 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You
To receive the food of Your Holy Word
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness

That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us
All Your purposes for Your glory

Teach us Lord, full obedience
Holy reverence, true humility
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
In the radiance of Your purity

Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see
Your majestic love and authority
Words of pow’r that can never fail
Let their truth prevail over unbelief

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time
That will echo down through eternity

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built
And the earth is filled with Your glory

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
walk them to their 
classroom downstairs 
during the song. 

Please make nursery 
and City Minis 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 

*Words: & Music: 
Keith Getty / Stuart 
Townend



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
 DECENTLY AND IN ORDER REV. DUFF JAMES

1 Corinthians 14:26-40
26 What then, brothers and sisters? Whenever you come together, 

each one has a hymn, a teaching, a revelation, a tongue, or an 
interpretation. Everything is to be done for building up. 27 If anyone 
speaks in a tongue, there are to be only two, or at the most three, each 
in turn, and let someone interpret. 28 But if there is no interpreter, that 
person is to keep silent in the church and speak to himself and God. 29 
Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should evaluate. 30 
But if something has been revealed to another person sitting there, the 
first prophet should be silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so 
that everyone may learn and everyone may be encouraged. 32 And the 
prophets’ spirits are subject to the prophets, 33 since God is not a God 
of disorder but of peace.

As in all the churches of the saints, 34 the women should be silent in 
the churches, for they are not permitted to speak, but are to submit 
themselves, as the law also says. 35 If they want to learn something, let 
them ask their own husbands at home, since it is disgraceful for a woman 
to speak in the church. 36 Or did the word of God originate from you, or 
did it come to you only?

37 If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, he should recognize 
that what I write to you is the Lord’s command. 38 If anyone ignores 
this, he will be ignored. 39 So then, my brothers and sisters, be eager to 
prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But everything is to 
be done decently and in order.

Reader: This is the word of the LORD. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully  
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION HYMN: Come Ye Souls by Sin Afflicted*
1.  Come ye souls by, sin afflicted,
 Bowed with fruitless sorrow down;
 By the broken law convicted,
 Through the cross, behold the crown;
 Look to Jesus; look to Jesus; look to Jesus; 
 Mercy flows through Him alone.

2. Take His easy yoke and wear it;
 Love will make your obedience sweet;
 Christ will give you strength to bear it,
 While His grace shall guide your feet
 Safe to glory, safe to glory, safe to glory, 
 Where His ransomed captives meet.

3. Blessed are the eyes that see Him,
 Blest the ears that hear His voice;
 Blessed are the souls that trust Him,
 And in Him, alone rejoice;
 His commandments, His commandments, His commandments 
 Then become their happy choice.

4. Sweet as home to pilgrims weary,
 Light to newly opened eyes,
 Like full springs in deserts dreary,
 Is the rest, the cross supplies;
 All who taste it, all who taste it, all who taste it 
 Shall to rest immortal rise.

*Words: Joseph 
Swain (alt. Kevin Twit) 
I Music: Kevin Twit



HYMN OF RESPONSE: When He Comes*
1.  When He comes, when He comes 
 We shall see the Lord in glory when He comes 
 As I read the gospel story 
 We shall see the Lord in glory 
 We shall see the Lord in glory when he comes 

2.  When He comes, when He comes 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
 See the Lord by saints surrounded 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 

3.  With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
 With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
 See the Lord by saints surrounded 
 With the Alleluias ringing to the sky

4.  When He comes, when He comes 
 We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 
 When He calls His own to greet Him 
 We shall all rise up to meet Him 
 We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 

5.  With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
  With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
  When He calls His own to greet Him 
  We shall all rise up to meet Him 
  With the alleluias ringing to the sky

BENEDICTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words: Venantius 
Fortunatus | Music: 
William Moore (Arr. 
Benedict/Bradham) 
©2006 Cardiphonia 



NEED PRAYER? 
Please email your prayer requests to the elders at session@citychurchavl.org. Unless otherwise specified by 
you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

JANUARY 2023 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $23,878 YTD Giving: $23,878
Expenses: $45,436 Reserves:  $294,945
Net Income: ($21,557) Annual Budget: $411,649 

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also visit our website and follow the menu option “Connect/Contact Us.” We’ll receive your basic 
  contact information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programming & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director
 Jenn Odom (admin@citychurchavl.org) :: Church Administrator

Volunteers
 Nate O’Steen (treasurer@citychurchavl.org) :: Treasurer

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals
 Liz Duncan :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith, Mark Iverson, Will Troutman, & Steve Sandman :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


