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“Make no mistake: if he rose at all it was as his 
body; if the cells’ dissolution did not reverse, 
the molecules reknit, the amino acids rekindle, 
the Church will fail. Let us not mock God with 
metaphor, analogy, sidestepping transcendence; 
making of the event a parable, a sign painted in 
the faded credulity of earlier ages; let us walk 
through the door.” 

— John Updike

“The proclamation of [the resurrection] is that 
all is well. And as a Christian, I say this not with 
the easy optimism of one who has never known 
a time when all was not well but as one who has 
faced the cross in all its obscenity as well as in 
all its glory, who has known one way or another 
what it is like to live separated from God. In 
the end, his will, not ours, is done. Love is the 
victor. Death is not the end. The end is life. His 
life and our lives through him, in him. Existence 
has greater depths of beauty, mystery, and 
benediction than the wildest visionary has ever 
dared to dream. Christ our Lord is risen.”

— Frederick Buechner

“We must tell stories the way God does, stories 
in which a sister must float her little brother on 
a river with nothing but a basket between him 
and the crocodiles. Stories in which a king is a 
coward, and a shepherd boy steps forward to 
face the giant. Stories with fiery serpents and 
leviathans and sermons in whirlwinds. Stories 
in which murderers are blinded on donkeys 
and become heroes. Stories with dens of lions 
and fiery furnaces and lone prophets laughing 
at kings and priests and demons. Stories 
with heads on platters. Stories with courage 
and crosses and redemption. Stories with 
resurrections.” 

— N.D. Wilson

“Nothing in you that has not died will ever be 
raised from the dead. Look for yourself, and you 
will find in the long run only hatred, loneliness, 
despair, rage, ruin, and decay. But look for Christ 
and you will find Him, and with Him, everything 
else thrown in. ” 

— CS Lewis

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 18 months old
City Minis –  18 months through 2 yrs old
City Kids Jr. –  3 – 4 yrs old
City Kids –  Kindergarten – 2nd grade (5 – 8 yrs old)

During the hymn before the sermon, please walk your child to their classroom 
downstairs. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery and City Minis 
immediately after the service, but the City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will 
be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 
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NOTE TO PARENTS:

ASHEVILLE

CITY CHURCH



PREPARATION             
Personal prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver me from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when drawn near to you in these moments. Grant that with steadfast 
thoughts and kindled affections I may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

HYMN OF ADORATION: Come, People of the Risen King*

Come, people of the Risen King, who delight to bring Him praise;
Come all and tune your hearts to sing to the Morning Star of grace.
From the shifting shadows of the earth we will lift our eyes to Him,
Where steady arms of mercy reach to gather children in. 

Come, those whose joy is morning sun, and those weeping through the night;
Come, those who tell of battles won, and those struggling in the fight.
For His perfect love will never change, and His mercies never cease,
But follow us through all our days with the certain hope of peace. 

Come, young and old from every land - men and women of the faith;
Come, those with full or empty hands - find the riches of His grace.
Over all the world, His people sing - shore to shore we hear them call
The Truth that cries through every age: “Our God is all in all”

 Refrain: Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
   One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice!

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 118:24
Minister:  This is the day that the Lord has made;
All:  let us rejoice and be glad in it.

HYMN OF ADORATION: In the Name of God the Father**
1. In the name of God the Father, 
In the name of God the Son, 
In the name of God the Spirit, 
One in three, and three in One; 
In the Name which highest Angels 
Speak not ere they veil their face, 
Crying, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” 
Come we to this sacred place. 

2. Lo, in wondrous condescension, 
Jesus seeks His altar-throne; 
Though in lowly symbols hidden, 
Faith and love His presence known. 
When the Lord His temple visits, 
Let the listening earth be still; 
May the Spirit’s sweet indwelling 
Each believing heart fulfill.

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words & Music:  
Keith & Kristyn Getty, 
Stuart Townend

*Words: Henry 
Allon, 1863 I Music: 
The Ironsides, 2011, 
Songs for Supper.

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3. Here, in figure represented, 
See the passion once again; 
Here behold the Lamb most Holy, 
As for our redemption slain; 
Here the Savior’s body broken, 
Here the blood which Jesus shed, 
Now the offer of communion, 
Into lasting joy be led.

4. Here shall highest praise be offered, 
Here shall meekest prayer be poured, 
Here, with body, soul, and spirit, 
God incarnate be adored. 
Holy Jesus, for Thy coming 
May Thy love our hearts prepare; 
Thine we pray would have them wholly, 
Enter, Lord, and tarry there.



PRAYER FOR GOD’S PRESENCE AND POWER   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from Colossians 1:13-18
Leader:  He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred  
 us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption,  
 the forgiveness of sins.

All:  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  
 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible  
 and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or   
 authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And  
 he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is  
 the head of the body, the church. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: All Your Works Are Good* 
1. The moon it marks the seasons
The sun knows when to go down
The ocean holds its creatures
The river knows its bounds

2. The birds, the trees, the cattle
And all things great and small
We find our place in creation
Your hand sustains it all

3. He makes the clouds his chariot
He wraps himself in light
He stretches out the heavens,
Like a tent across the sky

ORDINATION & INSTALLATION OF DEACONS      
Presented for Ordination & Installation:  
 Mary Dorris, Tommy Rockhold, and Eric Quiram

Presented for Installation:    
 Duncan Dorris

(1) Do you believe in one God — Father, Son and Holy Spirit — and do you 
confess anew the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, and acknowledge 
Him Head over all things for the Church, which is His Body?

(2) Do you reaffirm your belief in the Bible, the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments as the Word of the living God, the only perfect rule of faith and 
practice, infallible in all that it teaches, and inerrant in the original manuscripts, 
and to which nothing is to be added and from which nothing is to be taken at 
any time or upon any pretext?& I

Prayer of adoration: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

*Words & Music: Jill 
Gullahorn, Julie Ann 
Lee

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

4. He knows our every burden
When darkness veils our eyes
He comes with spring returning,
Bringing death to life

5. As we labor until evening
There’s a message on the wind
Be still and know your maker
Be satisfied in Him

Chorus:  All your works are good. 
 All your works are good.
 From everlasting, to everlasting. 
 All your works are good.



(3) Do you accept the doctrines of this Church, contained in the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and Catechisms, as founded on the Word of God and as 
the expression of your own faith and do you resolve to adhere thereto? 

(4) Do you accept the government, discipline, and worship of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church? 

(5) Do you accept the office of deacon in this congregation; and do you 
promise to perform faithfully all the duties of the office; and do you promise to 
endeavor by the grace of God to live your life in Christian witness before the 
church and in the world? 

(6) Do you promise to submit in the spirit of love to the authority of the 
Session and to the higher courts of the Church? 

(7) Do you promise in all things to promote the unity, peace, purity, and 
prosperity of the Church?

Congregational Vow: Do you, the members of this congregation, acknowledge 
and receive these fellow members as deacons, and do you promise to give 
them all the honor, encouragement, and assistance in the spirit of love to 
which their office, according to the Word of God and the Standards of this 
Church, entitles them?

Minister: In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head of the Church, 
  I now declare you duly ordained and installed in the office of deacon.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 9:1
“I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful 
deeds.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Minister: Lord, we confess that we have often, either consciously or   
 unconsciously: failed to be an instrument of your peace and sown  
 hatred instead of love, caused injury to others while failing to  
 pardon injury done to us, doubted your call to show others the  
 same grace, love, and compassion we demand for ourselves,   
 perpetuated language and acts that cause despair in others,    
 crushed the hope of our neighbors, spread darkness rather than  
 light, brought sadness to others instead of joy. 
All: Lord, forgive us.

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

continued on the next page

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.



Minister: “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; 
All:  where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
  where there is injury, pardon; 
  where there is doubt, faith; 
  where there is despair, hope; 
  where there is darkness, light; 
  and where there is sadness, joy. 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: 1 Timothy 1:15
“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners”

Minister:  Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
All: The maker of heaven and earth. 

Minister:  O LORD, open our lips,
All: And our mouths will declare your praise!

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: In Christ Alone* 

1. In Christ alone my hope is found; he is my light, my strength, my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My comforter, my all in all—
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

2. In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied;
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid—
Here in the death of Christ I live.

3. There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory,
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;
For I am His and He is mine—
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death — this is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home—
Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.

*Words & Music: 
Getty & Townend

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
walk them to their 
classroom downstairs 
during the song. 

Please make nursery 
and City Minis 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
   THE PATTERN OF JESUS REV. DUFF JAMES

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
1 Now I want to make clear for you, brothers and sisters, the gospel 

I preached to you, which you received, on which you have taken your 
stand 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold to the message I 
preached to you — unless you believed in vain. 3 For I passed on to you 
as most important what I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the Twelve. 6 Then he appeared to over five hundred 
brothers and sisters at one time; most of them are still alive, but some 
have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one born at the wrong time, he also appeared 
to me.

9 For I am the least of the apostles, not worthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I 
am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them, yet not I, but the grace of God that was 
with me. 11 Whether, then, it is I or they, so we proclaim and so you have 
believed.

Reader: This is the word of the LORD. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully  
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



HYMN OF CELEBRATION: Come for the Feast is Spread*
1. Come for the feast is spread 
Hark to the call 
Come to the Living Bread 
Broken for all 
Come to His house of wine 
Low on His breast recline 
All that He hath is thine 
Come, sinner, come 
Come, sinner, come 

2. Come where the fountain flows 
River of Life 
Healing for all thy woes 
Doubting and strife 
Millions have been supplied 
No one was e’er denied 
Come to the crimson tide 
Come, sinner, come 
Come, sinner, come 

3. Come to the throne of grace 
Boldly draw near 
He who would win the race 
Must tarry here 
Whate’er thy want may be 
Here is the grace for thee 
Jesus. thy only plea 
Come, sinner, come 
Come, sinner, come

*Words: Henry 
Burton, 1878 I Music: 
Luke Brawner 



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Mighty God We Thank and Praise You*
Mighty God we thank and praise you 
For this meal, this Bread of Life; 
Precious blood and body, broken, 
From your Son our Savior, Christ. 

In these mysteries you assure us 
We are members of your Son; 
Heirs of your eternal Kingdom, 
With all faithful people, One. 

Humbly now we ask you, Father, 
In your grace, to make us strong, 
That, with all the saints before us, 
In good works we may press on! 

Send us out to love and serve you! 
Send us out to sing your praise! 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Pow’r and glory to your name!  Amen

BENEDICTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words: Wendell 
Kimbrough, 2012 I 
Music: Ludwig van 
Beethoven, 1824.



NEED PRAYER? 
Please email your prayer requests to the elders at session@citychurchavl.org. Unless otherwise specified by 
you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

JANUARY 2023 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $23,878 YTD Giving: $23,878
Expenses: $45,436 Reserves:  $294,945
Net Income: ($21,557) Annual Budget: $411,649 

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also visit our website and follow the menu option “Connect/Contact Us.” We’ll receive your basic 
  contact information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Diaconate
 Tommy Rockhold :: Deacon
 Mary Dorris :: Deacon
 Eric Quiram :: Deacon
 Duncan Dorris :: Deacon

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programming & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director
 Jenn Odom (admin@citychurchavl.org) :: Church Administrator

Volunteers
 Nate O’Steen (treasurer@citychurchavl.org) :: Treasurer

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals/Percussion
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals/Piano
 Liz Duncan :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Piano/Vocals
 Ben Walters :: Mandolin/Keyboards
 Huw Rees-Jones :: Percussion
 Brandon Smith, Mark Iverson, Will Troutman, & Steve Sandman :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


