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“Jesus’ resurrection is all of the proof that I need 
that he will make all things new – and not just this 
world and the heavens and the church, but me, my 
mind and my heart and my body will resurrect into 
something glorious.… There he is, seated at the 
right hand of his Father and mine. Fully victorious, 
not only over my sin but also over what the sins 
of other people have done to me. Neither their 
sin nor mine was missed during the crucifixion. 
Jesus sees and settles the dust that the devil kicks 
up around us. The serpent, though crafty, is still a 
created thing who will bow before the King one 
day. The devil and the death that he brings will 
die. And this is our hope: that all will be made right 
one day, even when it doesn’t feel like it.… And 
don’t think that when I speak about heaven I am 
disregarding the trauma of today. I speak about 
heaven because it reminds me that today and all 
of its troubles are not eternal. So I can be honest 
about my struggle without being cynical, and I can 
look forward to what is to come without being 
negligent. Jesus is healing me, and Jesus will heal 
me. It is an already-and-not yet-reality that has 
made my days much brighter. Yes. It hurts, still. But, 
what has happened to me or us won’t hurt forever. 
Trauma will not have the final say. Jesus will.”                

— Jackie Hill Perry

“When Jesus began teaching he made it clear 
that his new empire would be unlike any empire 
the world had ever seen. It came on a donkey’s 
back. Its imperial council was comprised of a 
handful of unemployed fishermen, a couple of IRS 
agents, a prostitute and some hangers on. Jesus 
demonstrated how to wield his imperial power by 
washing feet, telling stories, and playing with kids. 
Jesus’ empire is based on the absurd values that 
the last should be first, losers are winners, and the 
most influential in the empire should clean the 
toilets. Members of the empire are instructed to 
love their enemies, forgive their friends, always 
give twice as much as people ask of them, and 
never pursue power or position. Jesus insisted 
that those who are part of his empire shouldn’t 
worry about finances, but simply trust God. The 
resources to run this empire were basins, towels, 
and leftover lunches. This empire also developed 
a reputation for constant partying – almost always 
with the wrong kind of people.” 

— Tom Sine

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 18 months old
City Minis –  18 months through 2 yrs old
City Kids Jr. –  3 – 4 yrs old
City Kids –  Kindergarten – 2nd grade (5 – 8 yrs old)

During the hymn before the sermon, please walk your child to their classroom 
downstairs. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery and City Minis 
immediately after the service, but the City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will 
be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 
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PREPARATION             
Personal prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver me from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when drawn near to you in these moments. Grant that with steadfast 
thoughts and kindled affections I may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

HYMN OF ADORATION: Come, O Come, Thou Holy Spirit*

1.  Come, O come Thou Holy Spirit 
Light and life Thy grace imparts 
Blessed Source of consolation 
Guide our minds and fill our hearts 
Grant my mind and my affections 
Wisdom, counsel, purity 
That I may be ever seeking 
Only that which pleases Thee

2. Savior lead us to adore Thee 
By the true and living way 
Then with angel hosts before Thee 
May we worship, love and praise 
Dwell within us, precious Spirit 
Where Thou art no ill can come 
Bless us now through Jesus’ merit 
Reign in every heart and home

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 33
Minister: We wait for the LORD; he is our help and shield.
All:  For our hearts rejoice in him because we trust in his holy name.
 May your faithful love rest on us, LORD, for we put our hope in you.

HYMN OF ADORATION: O God of Our Salvation**
1. O God of our salvation
Who reigns upon the throne
The sovereign Father, great is he
From whom all blessings flow 

2. Behold the Son our Savior
Who for our sin was slain
The Christ who purchased with his blood
The wretched souls of men  

3. O God, the Holy Spirit
Revealing deity
The fount of life and love divine
Throughout eternity 

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words William 
Cowper | Music: 
Clint Wells, Brian T. 
Murphy and Benj 
Pocta, 2007.

** Words & Music: 
Michael Bleecker | © 
2009 (ASCAP); Day-
spring Music, LLC

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

Chorus:  
O God of our salvation, 
from whom redemption comes
O Father, Son and Spirit, 
the blessed three in one.

Bridge: Ascribe unending praises 
to the God who reigns on high
How matchless is his power, 
his glory how divine
Ascribe, oh church the greatness 
and the glory due his name
One God, One Being, One Essence, 
Oh Triune God proclaimed. Amen.

3. Holy Spirit, strong and mighty 
Thou who makest all things new 
Make Thy work within me perfect 
Help me by Thy word so true 
In Thy faith, O make me steadfast 
Let not Satan, death or shame 
Of my confidence deprive me 
Lord, my refuge is Thy name

4. When my final hour approaches 
Let my hopes grow yet more bright 
Let Thy love which never fails me 
Dissipate the gloom of night 
From that height which knows no measure 
Fairer far than voice can tell 
In Thy glorious courts of heaven 
There, redeemed by Christ, to dwell



PRAYER FOR GOD’S PRESENCE AND POWER   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 1 John 4:13-16
Leader: Christian, what do you believe concerning the love of God? 

All:  By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 
       given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father 
  has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses  
 that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.  So  
 we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.  
 God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God  
 abides in him. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Teach Us Your Ways* 
1. Teach us Your ways, teach us Your ways
As we learn from one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us Your ways

2. Teach us to give, teach us to give
Give ourselves for one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us to give

3. Teach us to weep, teach us to weep
Let us weep with one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us to weep

4. Hallelujah, hallelujah
Let us learn from one another
Learn to love each other
Teach us Your ways

Prayer of adoration: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

*Words & Music: The 
Porter’s Gate, Captial 
CMG, 2019. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 86:5
“Hope in the LORD from this time forth and forever more.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Minister: Jesus — Son of God, Messiah, Son of Man, healer, a friend of sinners.  
 May the beauty and perfections of who you are draw us to true  
 repentance. You have authority from your Father, in the power of  
 the Spirit, to teach the word of God. 
All:  Other words and images cascade over us that we let distract  
 us from your word. We distrust its relevance and goodness;  
 preferring to carve out our own path, judging everything in our  
 wisdom. 

Minister: Compassionately laying on your hands, willing to make us clean, you  
 have the authority to drive out evil, to bring healing. 
All:  We toy with our evil, and indulge our flesh in its selfish wants.  
 We recoil from your touch, convinced that your healing is too  
 painful and ineffective. 

Minister: Here you are, Jesus, mixing with sinners, finding the outsiders,  
 making house calls to the sick, with authority and mercy to forgive  
 sins. 
All:  We fear that you’ll come near, and like Peter, it will crash on  
 us how sinful we really are. So, we keep you at a safe distance, and  
 tell ourselves, “I really am okay.”

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  Jesus, you came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. 
All:  Jesus, here we are.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: Hosea 6:1-3
“Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he 
has struck us down, and he will bind us up.... he will raise us up, that we may 
live before him. Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; his going out 
is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that 
water the earth.” 

Minister: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
All:  The maker of heaven and earth.

Minister: O LORD, open our lips,
All:  And our mouths will declare your praise!

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of pardon: 
God declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who repents 
and believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all their 
sins and their guilty 
consciences cleansed.



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Laden with Guilt*

1. Laden with guilt and full of fears, 
I fly to Thee, my Lord, 
And not a glimpse of hope appears, 
But in Thy written Word 
The volumes of my Father’s grace 
Does all my griefs assuage 
Here I behold my Savior’s face 
In every page.

2. This is the field where, hidden, lies 
The pearl of price unknown 
That merchant is divinely wise 
Who makes the pearl his own 
Here consecrated water flows 
To quench my thirst of sin 
Here the fair tree of knowledge grows, 
No danger dwells within.

3. This is the judge that ends the strife, 
Where wit and reason fail 
My guide to everlasting life 
Through all this gloomy vale 
Oh may Thy counsels, mighty God, 
My roving feet command, 
Nor I forsake the happy road 
That leads to Thy right hand.

*Words: Isaac Watts 
I Music: Sandra 
McCracken I ©2001 
Same Old Dress 
Music

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
walk them to their 
classroom downstairs 
during the song. 

Please make nursery 
and City Minis 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
   THE RESURRECTION GUARANTEE  REV. DUFF JAMES

1 Corinthians 15:3-22
 3 For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and 
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. 6 Then he appeared to 
over five hundred brothers and sisters at one time; most of them are still 
alive, but some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then 
to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one born at the wrong time, he also 
appeared to me.

 9 For I am the least of the apostles, not worthy to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace 
of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them, yet not I, but the grace of 
God that was with me. 11 Whether, then, it is I or they, so we proclaim 
and so you have believed.

 12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say, “There is no resurrection of the dead”? 13 If there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised; 14 and 
if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation is in vain, and so is 
your faith. 15 Moreover, we are found to be false witnesses about God, 
because we have testified wrongly about God that he raised up Christ—
whom he did not raise up, if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the 
dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 18 
Those, then, who have fallen asleep in Christ have also perished. 19 If we 
have put our hope in Christ for this life only, we should be pitied more 
than anyone.

 20 But as it is, Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, 
the resurrection of the dead also comes through a man. 22 For just as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.

Reader: This is the word of the LORD. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully  
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



HYMN OF CELEBRATION: All Must Be Well*
1. Through the love of God our Savior, 
All will be well 
Free and changeless is His favor, 
All is well
Precious is the blood that healed us
Perfect is the grace that sealed us 
Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us 
All must be well

2. Though we pass through tribulation, 
All will be well 
Ours is such a full salvation, 
All is well
Happy still in God confiding
Fruitful if in Christ abiding 
Steadfast through the Spirit’s guiding 
All must be well

3. We expect a bright tomorrow; 
All will be well 
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, 
All is well 
On our Father’s love relying
Jesus every need supplying 
Yes in living or in dying 
All must be well

*Words: Mary 
Bowley-Peters alt by 
Matthew S. Smith 
I Music: Matthew 
S. Smith. © 2007 
Detuned Radio Music 
(ASCAP) 



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Abiding City*          
1. Oh, sweet home of love and peace
Where pilgrims tired and troubled rest
Into the hope of Zion lean
Where in Jesus’ arms we will fall at last

2. Addictions empty promises
This broken world cannot satisfy
A sweeter song is redemptions bliss
Which is sealed for us in paradise

3. Spirit heal our neighborhoods
Until your kingdom work is done
Teach us what is just and good
As we look for the city which is yet to come 

4. A city filled with golden light
God, the builder and the architect
When our faith has turned to sight
Oh, I cannot imagine it

BENEDICTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words: Sandra 
McCraken & Thomas 
Kelly I Music: Sandra 
McCracken I ©2001 
Same Old Dress 
Music

Chorus: 
 Oh, lift up your head 
 For the day is near
 we have no abiding city here



NEED PRAYER? 
Please email your prayer requests to the elders at session@citychurchavl.org. Unless otherwise specified by 
you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

JANUARY 2023 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $23,878 YTD Giving: $23,878
Expenses: $45,436 Reserves:  $294,945
Net Income: ($21,557) Annual Budget: $411,649 

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also visit our website and follow the menu option “Connect/Contact Us.” We’ll receive your basic 
  contact information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Diaconate
 Tommy Rockhold :: Deacon
 Mary Dorris :: Deacon
 Eric Quiram :: Deacon
 Duncan Dorris :: Deacon

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programming & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director
 Jenn Odom (admin@citychurchavl.org) :: Church Administrator

Volunteers
 Nate O’Steen (treasurer@citychurchavl.org) :: Treasurer

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals/Percussion
 Sarah Troutman :: Vocals/Piano
 Liz Duncan :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Piano/Vocals
 Ben Walters :: Mandolin/Keyboards
 Huw Rees-Jones :: Percussion
 Brandon Smith, Mark Iverson, Will Troutman, & Steve Sandman :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


